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part of the session. The Post Office Committee 
have had frequent conferences about it. We have 
conferred with the Postmaster General and sev- 
eral of the superintendents of railroads on this 
route; and instead of being a surprise or a trick, 
it has been a thing long considered by the com- 
mittee, in perfect fairness and in an earnest and 
honest desire to increase the mail facilities with- 
out expense. I will do the honorable chairman 
of the Post Office Committee the credit to say that 
he has volunteered a good deal of anxiety to ex- 
pedite mails in the West, and far beyond the cir- 
cle of his immediate influe nce and action, and 
nothing could be fairer than this proposition, and 
nothing more unfounded and unjust than an inti- 
mation that there was at rything unfair and dis- 
honest, or concealed, about it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I want to say a word. of ex- 
planation, in justice to the Senator from Florida 
as well as myself. I was present in the House 
of Representatives this morning when this sub- 
ject was discussed in a circle of members. Being 
known asa member of the Post Office Committee, 
I was appealed to to know whether I understood 
the subject. I was bound to reply that I did not; 
that I was not present when it was considered. 
The Senator from Florida remarked that the com- 
mittee unanimously agreed- to the report. He 
means, of course, those who were present. 

Mr. YULEE. They were all present, except 

yourself, sir. 
' Mr. BIGLER. I was not present, and I so 
stated on the occasion referred to. I was engaged 
on a committee of conference, and knew nothing 
of the section. This much is due in justice to 
myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If no other motion 
be made, the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives will be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GWIN. Asa member of the Post Office 
Committee, | should like to say a word. 


Mr. MASON. If it is by way of personal ex- 
planation, I yield. 
Mr. GWIN. I want to say that this matter 


was before the committee. It was new to me 
when it was discussed before, and I thought it 
referred entirely to expediting mails by the rail- 

roads touching at New York and the other cities 

going down. 

Mr.YULEE. Exactly. Thatis the whole of it. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. YULEE subsequently submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 

That the section referred to was intended to call the at- 
tention of the Postmaster General to providing for the most 
speedy and certain transportation.of the great commercial 
mail between the extremes of the Union; that it did not 
propose to prescribe any route to the Department, nor to 


create any route, but simply to recommend expedition cf 


the mail upon such routes as may be employed by the De- 
partment, in conformity with the law for transporting mails, 
Wherever the points designated may be. 

The committee report further that the purpose of the 
provision of the section which required one of the daily 
mails to pass through as many sea-board commercial cities 
as might be consistent with the greatest dispatch, was to 
include in the benefits of such improvements as the De- 
partment might adopt as many commercial cities as might 
be consistent with the leading design of expedition. Such 
provision was deemed advisable because the great mass of 
foreign exchange is created in these cities, and every hour 
of delay in the transmission of such matter is a commer- 
cial loss; and inasmuch as the foreign mails depart from 
New York, Boston, and Portland, and a large part of for 
eign bills originate at New Orleans and the other southern 
Cities, regularity and certainty in the commynication be- 
tween these points (including Portland, Portsm@uth, Salem, 
Boston, New York, Philadeipbia, Baltimore, Norfolk, Al 
exandria, Richmond, Petersburg, Wilmington, Charleston, 
and Savannah) were of great public interest. 

The legislation proposed to be repealed they consider 
advisable, and unanimously recommend that the bill danoi 
pass. 


EXECUT!VE BUSINESS. 
Mr. MASON. I renew the motion that the 


Senate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I ask the Senator from 
Virginia to permit me to offer a resolution of in- 


quiry. 
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COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE 


| by Mr. 


| cation to make, 


Mr. MASON. I have been obliged to decline 
a like request from the Senator from Mississippi. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope we shal! suspend 
going into executive session for five minutes, to 


let us offer these little resolutions. 
The motion for an executive 
agreed to. 


Session was not 


CLAIMS AGAINST FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 
Mr. BENJAMIN submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the 
quested to cause to be prepared and submitted to the Sen- 
ate, at the commencement of the next session, a list in tab- 
ular form setting forth— 

The names of such complainants or claimants, citi 
zens of the United States, as have preferred complaints 
claims against foreign Governments to the executive 
partment of the Government for aggressions or 
or other demands against such Governments. 

2d. The amount claimed. 

3d. A brief abstract of the nature of the claim and the ac- 
tion of the Executive in relation thereto. 

4th. The result of such action, and the 
satisfaction obtained, if any ; said li 
Ist of January, 1816. 


by unanimous 


United States be re 


de 


spoliations 


amount of the 
t to commence on the 


PRESIDENT. 
A message from the House of Representatives 
ALLEN, its Cle tk, announced that the 
House had passed a resolution for the a ppoint- 
ment of a committee to join such committee as 
may be ap pointe d by the Senate to wait on the 


or } 


President of the Daite d States and inform him | 


that, unless he may have some further communi- 
Congress has finished the busi- 


| ness before it, and 1s ready to close its present 
| session by an adjournment sine die; and had ap- 


| pointed Mr. 


Samvuet A. Smirn, Mr. 
Kunket,and Mr. Lawrence M. Keirr the com- 
mittee on 1ts part. 


On motion of Mr. BIGLER the resolution was 


Joun C. | 


: . | 
concurred in, and the Vice President was author- | 


ized to appoint the committee on the part of the 
Senate. Mr. Bicter and Mr. Foor were ap- 


pointed. 


SENATORIAL ELECTIONS. 
Mr. DAVIS. I present the following resolu- 
tion,and ask that it may be now considered: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
structed to inquire 
Congress to regu 


in- 
into the expediency of legisiation by 
late the election of Senators ot the United 


| States, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 





| drawn from the 
| of the Commissioner of Pensions, as they 


The reason for offering the resolution appears 
on its face, and I will therefore merely say that 
[ am restrained from inquiring as freely as I desire 

into such questions as arise in relation to the elec- 

tion of Senators, by the respect I have for the 
voice of a State whenever she speaks. 
has heretofore forborne to legislate, and Senators 
have been elected insuch acontrariety of methods, 
that it can hardly now be said that we have a 
precedent. I think it desirable, therefore, that 
there should be legislation; that there should be 
some uniformity of rules; that hereafter we may 
not have questions conflicting with the authority 
of the State, or destructive of the rights of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
taken up for immediate consideration, by unani- 
mous consent. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the papers in the following cases be with 
files of the Senate, and referred to the office 
are provided for 
in the recent act of Congress “ continuing half pay to cer- 
tain widows and orphans’’—Catharine Denny, Katharine | 
M. Hamer, Elizabeth Monroe, Louisa Merrill, Margaret 
McGuire, Sarah Smead, Elizabeth Spear, Hannah Taom; - 
son, Sarah A. W atson, Mi: iry Walsh. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That Samuel James, Ignatius Lucas, Charles 


Tilley, and Thomas 3. Bingey, have leave to withdraw their 


petitions and papers. 


Congress | 


[ hope the resolution will be | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 
Ordered, That Sherlock & Shirley have leave to with- 
drow their petition and papers. 
STATIONERY OF SENATORS. 
Mr. IVERSON. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
inquire into, and prepare, during the recess, a statement of 
the amount of stationery, and the cost thereof, which was 
furnished to each member of the Senate during the last 


Congress and the present session, and report the same to 
the Senate at the commencement of the next session; and 
that he also report the amount of stationery purchased for 


the use of the Senate at each session of the last and present 
Congresses. 

I will simply state my object in this resolution. 
It is not to make capital out of anything of this 
kind, but to found upon it a proposition, at the 
next session, to make a commutation for postage 
as well as the stationery of each member. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. STUART, (at one o’clock 
and forty-five minutes, p. m.,) the Senate proceed - 
ed to thee onaideration of executive business; and 
the doors were reopened at two o’clock and fif- 
teen minutes. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Auten, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following resolution, in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was fre- 
quested: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate ad the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives adjourn their respective Houses, sine die, this day, at 
half past two o’clock, p. m. 


SNROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced thatthe Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 59) enti- 
tled, ** An act in relation to courts and the hold- 
ing of the terms thereof, in the several Territo- 
ries of the United States;”’ and it was signed by 
the Vice President. 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message jurther announced that the Pres- 
ident had signed and approved, on the J1th in- 
stant, the following acts: 

An act for the relief of certain purchasers of 
lands within the limits of the Choctaw cession of 
1830; 

An act for the relief of settlers on certain lands 
in the State of Illinois; 

An act for the relief of John Sawyer, a soldier 
of the war of the Revolution; 

An act for the relief of William S. Bradford; 
and 

An act to change the times of holding the spring 
term of the district court of the United States for 
the western district of the State of Texas. 

He, also, on the 12th instant, approved “ An 
act for the relief of Nancy Magill, of Ohjo.”’ 

And on this day the following acts: 

An act making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1859; and 

An act to authorize a loan not exceeding the 
sum of $20,000,000. 


THANKS TO THE VICE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. SEWARD, (Kir. Mason occupying the 
chair,) submitted the following resolution; which 
was unanimously agreed to: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are unanimously 
tendered to the Hon. Joun C. Breckinripes for the dig- 


nity and imparticlity with which he has diseharged the 
duties of Presiding Officer of this body. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Understanding that, accord- 


ing to custom, the Vice President has vacated the 
chair , | offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, (The Vice President being absent,) That the 
Senate now proceed to the election of a President of the 


| Senate pro tempore. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
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Mr. PUGH. I move that the Hon. Bewauer 
Firzparricn be President of the Senate unless 
some Senator demands a ballot. 

Mr. SLIDELL. | will merely state for the 
information of the Senator from Ohio, that it 
was, after full consideration, deemed de sirable in 
this case that the Senate should adhere to the 
established rule upon the subject. I have no 
sort of objection, however, to dispensing with a 
ballot. 

Mr. PUGH. If any Senator demands a ballot 
I shall not object. [** Ballot!’ * Ballot!”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Toomss 
in the chair.) Senators will prepare their ballots. 

The ballots having been collected and canvassed, 
the result was declared as follows: 


Whole pumbe sr of votes cast, 48; necessary to 


a choice, 25; of which— 
Hon. Benjamin Fitzpatrick received.......+ +37 
Hon. William Pitt Fessenden.........e2e+0+ 9 
Hon. David ©. Broderick... 0 ccccxccvceseess S 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Mr. Firzpar- 
nick having received thirty-seven votes, a major- 
ity of the whole number of votes cast, is therefore 
— elected President pro tempore of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore having been con- 

ducted to the chair by Mr. Carrrenpen and Mr. 
Bricut, said: Senators, | am gratified by this re- 
newal of your oy nee; and [ assure you that 
I will endeavor, to the be vst of my ability, 
charge the duties of the chair faithfully and im- 
partially. 

Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


to dis- 


Resolved, That the Secretary inform the President of the 
United States and the House of Representatives that (the 
Vice President being t ibsent) the Senate has chosen the 


Hon. Bensamin Frrzratrick President of the Senate pro 
tempore. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. BROWN. ‘The House of Representatives 


have passed a resolution to adjourn at half past 
two o’clock. Itis that hour now. They are ex- 


ceedingly anxious to get away. The President, 
it is understood, wil! call us together to-morrow 
for executive business. We.cannot to-day, by 


any possibility, transact any other public busi- 
I hope the Senate will concur in that res- 
olution, and let them off. ‘They are almost crazy 
to getaway. 


ness. 


Mr. IVERSON. I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. JONES. I made a privileged motion some 


time since which I desire 

Mr. LVERSON. [rise to a point of order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Georgia rises to a point of order. He will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. IVERSON. If it requires unanimous con- 
sent to consider the 
Representatives, | object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Chair thinks it cannot be considered. 

COMMITTEE CLERK. 

Mr. STUART. We only went temporarily 

into open session for the purpose of making this 
election, and 1 suppose we may now resume the 
conaiila ration of executive business. 

Mr. IVERSON. We are now in open session, 
and I want to offer a resolution of which I gave 
notice on a former occasion, and I ask for its 
present consideration: 





Then the 


Resolved, 
the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia shall be the 
same as that of the cierk to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MASON. 
the table. 

Mr. IVERSON. TI hope not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being 
made, the resolution lies over under the rule. 

Mr. IVERSON. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion lies over under the rule. 

Mr. IVERSON. No, sir; I gave notice pre- 
viously that | would offer the resolution; and 
therefore it does not come under the rule. I have 
a right to have it considered at the present time, 

The PRESIDEN’: pro tempore. 
will inform the Senator from Georgia that all 


I] move to lay the resolution on 


resolutions epeccpesng money are “required to || 


be considere 
on 


on three separate days, if insisted | 


resolution of the House of | 


That the annual compensation of the clerk to | 


_— 


_THE CONGRESS! 


Mr. 7 OOMBS. It is inalsted-c on. 
Mr. IVERSON. It does not appropriate any 
money. It increases a salary. 
The PRESIDENT pretempore. 
increase the salary of an officer. 
The resolution was laid over. 


ACTION OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following preamble 
and resolution: 


ONAL GLOBE. 


It proposes to | 


Whereas, the President of the United States has informed | 


the Senate that he would approve no bills which he had not || “ 
| sidered. 


examined, and recommended that two days previous to the 
adjournment of each session should be allowed to the Presi- 
dent within which no new bill should be presented to bim 
for his approval, and atthe same time has reserved the 
nomination of many officers (who have for months been in 
the offices for which they have been nominated) until the 
last two days of the session: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully informed 
that it will be agreeable to the Senate if, in his future ex- 
ecutive communications to the Senate, he would accord to 
therm the same time for deliberation which he deeimns neces- 
sary for himself. 


Mr. SLIDELL. Isit in order to consider that? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Not if ob- || 
jected to. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I object to it. 
COMMITTEE CLERKS. 
Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution 


for consideration: 


Resolved, That the 
the Senate 
after the close of the present session. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


clerks of the standing committee of 


I object. 


, Who are temporary, be continued for sixty days | 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection being 


made, the resolution cannot be considered to-day. 
REGIMENT OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. DAVIS. I feel that it is my duty to call 
on the table,and which frequent applications are 
made to me to take up. Itisthe bill (H.R. No. 
567) to provide for the defense of Texas. 

Mr. IVERSON, 
the Senate should 
of that bill. 


I think it unnecessary that | 
vroceed to the consideration | 
It isa bill to appropriate $4,000,000 | 


for the payment of three regiments of volunteers | 


The 


authorized by a previous act of Congress. 


Se nator from Mississip pi will move to strike out | 


** two, 
regiment of Texas rangers. For my own part, I 
consider that unnecessary. ‘The President has 
intimated in very strong language that it is unne- 
cessary to have even that regiment. The war 
with Utah is closed; the war with the Florida In- 
dians is closed; and we can send to Texas as 
many regiments as we desire. We can cover over 
that whole State with regiments of the regular 
Army if necessary. Itis unnecessary to consider 
the bill. [am opposed to it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will not consume the time of 
the Senate by arguing the merits of the bill on the 
question of taking it up. Senators are as well in- 
formed as I am. 
up, very well. If they do, I can answer the re- 
marks of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. | think, myself, if they could 
get this regiment of Texas rangers, and dispense 
with that many regulars, it would be a great ad- 

vantage to the country. I hope the Senate will 
take up the bill. We have nearly four hours left, 
and I think there is time enough to devote some 
time to the defense of the country. 

Mr. IVERSON. How should we dispense 
with the regular troops by raising a regiment of 
volunteers ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will make but one observa- 


‘| tion. The Indians from above us cross the bound- 


The Chair | 


ary of Texas, and depredate on our citizens. With | 


a proper force of rangers on our frontiers, they 
could not cross over, and steal horses and commit 
depredations. Texas has remonstrated against 


this condition of things, and regular troops cannot | 
| prevent it. 


Those troops are in forts or stations, 
and the Indians pass a few miles beyond them, 
and go into the settlements, commit their depre- 
dations, and return with their plunder and with 
their scalps. That is the situation in which we 
are placed. We want a regiment of rangers to 
pursue them, and try to remedy the evil. That 
is the object. It is necessary to our salvation. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion to take up the bill indicated by 
| the Senator from Mississippi. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


’ and leave itan appropriation only for the | 


If they do not choose to take it | 





| Massachusetts militia of the war of 1812, 


| dent 





‘Tle une 14, 








Ex ECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, the Senate again 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and an hour having been spent therein, the 
doors were reopened. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, the vote or- 
dering the printing of the communications of the 
Postmaster General, with respect to the charges 
against the San Francisco postmaster, was recon- 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 66) 
to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to continue half 
pey to certain widows and orphans,”’ approved 
“ebruary 3, 1853, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| were referred the petition of George S. Seton, the 


petition of J. M. Morrill, in beha!f of the Bangor 
City Greys, and the petition of the surviving sol- 
diers of the third regiment, second brigade, of 
asked 
to be discharged from their further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 


ARIZONA TERRITORY. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that the bill (S. No. 
8) to organize the Territory of Arizona and to 
create the office of surveyor general therein; to 
provide forthe examination of private land claims, 
to grant donations to actual settlers, to survey the 
public and private lands, and for other purposes, 
9 postponed to and mi ade the special order of the 
day for the second Monday of December next, 


the attention of the Senate to a House bill lying || with the understanding that the Dacotah and 
|| Nevada bills shall then also come up. 


The motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. JOTTNSON, of Tennessee. I rise toa priv- 
ileged question, to take up the motion to recon- 
sider the vote postponing the homestead bill until 
January next. 

Mr. MASON. Asa question of order, I sub- 
mit to the Chair that we went out of executive 
session only to receive the proposition from the 
Senator from Illinois, and that we are now again 
in executive session. We had better proceed with 
the business in executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair so 
understands. ‘The officers will close the doors. 

The doors were again reopened at thirty-five 
minutes past five o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I call up the 
motion to reconsider the postponement of the 
homestead bill. 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to make a few remarks 
on a question which, I presume, is a privileged 
one. In executive session my question must be 
mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
in Open session. 

Mr. FITCH. I was not aware of that. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Is the motion 
of the Senator from Tennessee to proceed to the 
reconsideration of the homestead bill? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. Presi- 


We are now 





Mr. YULEE. If the Senator will excuse me 
I will say that | apprehend it would be very im- 
portant and desirable to the Senate to close the 
doors again upon the subject to which the Sena- 
tor from Indiana refers. I believe it is always 


| in order to move to close the doors. 


Mr. KING. Not when somebody has the floor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Not when a 
Senator has the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. [ understand 
I have the floor. 

Mr. YULEE. Will not the Senator give way 
for that purpose ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. No, sir. 

Mr. YULEE. I must object then to taking up 
his motion. I understand that the motion is to 
take up the homestead bill. I hope that it will 
be voted down. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The motion 








is to reconsider, which i is a privileged question. 
Mr. MASON. I understand 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
' the gentleman get the floor? 





How does 








1858. 








The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from Virginia, is not entitled to the floor except 
by the courtes of the Senator from Tennessee 

Mr. MASON. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand that the Senator from Tennessee, 
some days ago moved to reconsider the vote upon 
the homestead bill, and he now asks the Senate to 
take up the bill for the purpose of reconsidering. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I did not move 
to take up the bill. It is a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was postponed, 

Mr. MASON. ‘That is the question of order 
which I present. There was a vote on the home- 
stead bill which the Senator, on a former day, 
moved to reconsider; and the question now is, not 
on the motion to reconsider, but, ‘* Will the Sen- 
ate take up the homestead bill for the purpose of 
reconsidering ?”” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
is to reconsider. 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the Presiding Offi- 
cer that the only question on which the recon- 
sideration can act is the bill; and, therefore, the 
motion is to take up the bill with a view to con- 
sider the motion heretofore made to reconsider the 
vote on the bill. You cannot reconsider it unless 
it is taken up. I submit that as a question of 
order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
reconsider is a privileged question. 
is made, and I have the floor. 


Mr. MASON. Istand, sir, upon the question 
of order still. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ator state his question of order? 

Mr. MASON. The point of order is that the 
question presented by the Senator from Tennes- 
see is a motion to take up the homestead bill, as 
it is called, with a view to its reconsideration. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I make no 
such motion. 

Mr. MASON. I say there can be no reconsid- 
eration until the bill is before the Senate. | make 
that question of order, that unless the Senator 
moves to take up the bill for reconsideration, there 
is no motion before the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The bill can- 
not be got before the Senate until it is reconsid- 
ered. The motion to reconsider, being a priv- 
ileged question, can be called upat any time by the 
mover, or by any other member of the Senate. 
The motion has been made, the question is before 
the Senate, and | have the floor upon it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will call the 
attention of the Senator from Tennessee to the 
fact that, whilst there are now but five minutes 
before the time when the House meets, there is a 
matter here which the Senator himself, perhaps, 
would prefer should be explained, to avoid trouble 
hereafter. The Senator from Indiana calls atten- 
tion to aclerical error that involves the confirma- 
tion of two gentlemen, which, I suppose, when 
we have adjourned, cannot be corrected at all. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will conclude 
my remarks in sufficient time to go into executive 
session. ‘ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
o’clock ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Before six 
o’clock. It is only twenty minutes of six now. 
I will give sufficient time. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair de- 
cides, on the question of order raised by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia that the motion of the Senator 
from Tennessee is to proceed to the consideration 
of a motion he made, upen which a vote was 
taken, postponing the homestead bill to a certain 
day. Upon that motion the Chair determines that 
it is in order for the Senator to submit his re- 
marks. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I do not in- 
tend to consume the time of the Senate, and I 
should not say a word now if I thought the time 
would be occupied more profitably; but I deem 
the homestead bill one of great importance to the 
country; and‘I wish to set right some statements 
which were made in reference to the origin and 


The question 


A motion to 
The motion 


Will the Sen- 


3efore six 


history of the measure on the discussion which | 


took place upon its postponement a few weeks 

















fallen from the Senator from Tennessee, before the vote is 
} taken on this bill. He argues that public opinion is in favor 
of this measure, and therefore it ought to be passed; but, 
admitting his premises, I do not agree that his conclusion 
| is necessary. 1 do not think it is the business of this Sen 
| ate, or of the House of Representatives, merely to reflect 
| public opinion, whether right or wrong. Ido not think it 
|} becomes us, as representatives of sovereign States, to run 

after public opinion ; but [ think we should rather lead it; 
} we should correet it when it is wrong, and should only fol 
low it when it accords with our judgment, and when it is 
right. 
| *Now,in respect to this homestead policy, which the 
| Senator says has been approved by public opinion. I dis- 
| sent from him as to that conclusion. I deny that it is ap- 

proved by public judgment. Why, sir, fourteen years ago, 
an unfortunate son of genius, who represented one of the 
districts in my own State, originated the idea in this coun- 
try of giving homes to the homeless. Felix G. McConnell, 


| of the State of Alabama, was in the habit, I believe, on all 


occasions When he rose to address the Speaker of the House 


of Representatives, of suggesting his proposition for a home 


| stead for every man, matron, and maid in the United States, 


who was the head of a family. 

“Mr. Hamuin. And widow. 

* Mr. Ctay. Then it was treated with derision. About 
eight years ago, the Senator from New York, who perhaps 
is entitled to the credit of originating this measure in the 
Senate, offered a bill, of which this is a substantial copy, 
perhaps a literal one, and it received but two votes.”’ 

It was stated by my friend from Alabama—and 
a former Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Adams) 
fell into the same error—that Felix G. McCon- 
nell, with whom I served in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and for whom I entertained a great 
deal of respect, originated this homestead policy 
inthat House. It is as far from me as it would 
be from any one, todetract aught from that indi- 
vidual. The Senator from Alabama calls him an 
| unfortunate son of genius, from his own State. 
| Sir, if there ever was a man who was a Democrat 
by instinct and by nature, it was Felix Grundy 
| McConnell. Even when he was in one of those 
| unfortunate moods—one of unfortunate 
| spells that he occasionally fell into—you might 


{ Laughter. } 


those 


| wake him up out of a reverie and pregent to him 


a question that involved Democracy on the one 
hand, and its opposite on the other, and by in- 
stinct or intuition he was always on the side of 
Democracy. 

jut [ wish to set the facts right, as there seems 
to have been some controversy as to who was the 
originator of this great measure. So far as | am 
concerned, whenever I have alluded to this sub- 
ject, from first to last, | have never claimed its pa- 
ternity. In the speech which I made a short time 
since, | showed that the policy was inaugurated 
by Washington, that it had been approved and 
indorsed by the most distinguished men of the 


| country, from that period down to the present 


time. As, however, there seems to have been 
some contestas to the origin of the measure in this 
particular*form, | intend to state the facts with- 
out regard to what may be said in reference to 


mysejf. 


| domain, without money and without price.’ 


lt appears from the Journal of the House of 
Representatives, that on March 12, 1846, ** Mr. 
A. Johnson asked leave to introduce a bill en- 
titled *A bill to authorize every poor man in the 
United States who is the head of a family to 
enter one hundred and sixty acres of the public 


Ob- 


| jection being made, it was not introduced.”” 


On March 27, 1846, ** Mr. A. Johnson, in pur- 
suance of previous notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce ‘ A bill to authorize every poor 


| man inthe United States to enter one handred 


and sixty acres of land,’ &c.; which bill was read 
twice, and committed.’’ 

In the House of Representatives, August 5, 
1846, the French spoliation bill being under con- 
sideration, ** Mr. McConnell moved to add to the 
bill a section granting one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to every man, maid, or widow, in 
the United States. Ruled out of order.’’ 

August 6, 1846, the Oregon bill being under con- 
sideration ‘* Mr. McConnell wished to offer as an 
amendment, an additional section authorizing ev- 


| ery man, maid, or widow, &c., to enter one hun- 


ago. On that occasion, my friend from Alabama, | 


{Mr. Cxray,] in assigning some reasons why the 
bill should be postponed, made the following 
Statement: 


“1 wish to make a remark or two in reply to what has 


' 


dred and sixty acres of land in any portion of the 
territory of the United States. ‘The Chairman 
decided the amendmentout of order at that time.”’ 
Thus [ find that on the 12th of March, 1846, 
notice of the bill was given, and on the 27th of 
March, 1846, the bill was introduced and com- 
mitted; and on the 5th of August, 1846, Mr. 
| McConnell offered it as an amendment to some 
other bill. My friend from Alabama was dis- 
| posed to give the credit of it, ifany credit attached 
| to it, toa former Representative from Alabama, 


i} and he spoke of him as an unfortunate son of 
| genius. 
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f he was entitled to it, I should have no 
objection. He was for the measure; he was a 
Democrat; he loved his country; and if there was 
ever a man devoted to the people, it was Felix 
Grundy McConnell. 

My honorable friend in arguing why it should 


| be postponed, said that this measure had its origin 


in the Senate about eight years ago, when it was 
introduced -by the honorable Senator from the 
State of New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] and said that 
his bill only received two votes in 1850. When 
we come to examine the facts, it seems a little 
strange that my friend from Alabama should fix 
upon the honorable Senator from New York as 
the introducer of his proposition. Why the Sen- 
ator from New York was selected as the intro- 
ducer of the bill, and the allegation made that then 
it only received two votes, I cannot tell, unless it 
was to convey prejudice to the South, on the sup- 
position that owing to his peculiar relations to 
some of the States, his name would be calculated 
to prejudice, in the southern section of the country, 
a measure he introduced. A reference to the Jour- 
nal of the Senate for 1850, will show that Daniel 
Webster and General Houston introduced the 
proposition then. Steruen A. Doveras—lI call 
him not as a Senator, but as Siephen A. Douglas 
from the State of Illinois, latmedeaied two home- 
stead bills, one in 1850 and 1851. Thus the prop- 
osition was brought forward by various distin- 
ruished individuals at about the same period of 
time; but somehow or other my friend from Ala- 
bama has the idea that the measure was then pre- 
sented by the Senator from New York. It is not 
strange, when it was introduced by so many dis- 
inguished men, that my honorable friend did not 
think that some of them had introduced it; but 
how does the fact stand? I call on my honorable 
friend from Alabama to make his statement good. 
I want him to show when the Senator from New 
York ever introduced a homestead bill at all. I 
have examined the Journal and I cannot find it. 
If he has the reply ready, I will take it. 
Mr.CLAY. 1 refer to the Senator from New 
York himself. [learned what I stated from him. 
Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Tennessee, | suppose, will state the result of his 
researches. He knows more about it than I do. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Upon a bill to 
establish a surveyor general’s office in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon, there was an amendment offered 
preventing the land that was granted in that bill 
to actual settlers from forced sale of one hundred 


+ and sixty or three hundred and twenty acres, and 


upon that the yeas and nays were called, and there 
were only two votes for the amendment—not this 
preposition at all—the vote of the honorable Sen- 
ator from New York and of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, (Mr. Walker.) ‘The hon 
orable Senator from New York never introduced 
a homestead bill; but he did in 1850 introduce a 
bill grounded partially on the same principles, 
granting land to the Hungarian refugees whd 
were coming to this country, as will be seen by 
referring to the Journal of that year, page 119. 
True, the distinguished Senator from New York— 
and I thank him for the argument he made; it did 
his heart and his head credit—made a speech on 
the bill granting the overflowed lands to the States 
in which they lie, in which he argued this whole 
policy, and argued it ably and well before the 
whole country; but he never introduced a home- 
stead proposition in the shape it is here, though 
he covered the whole subject in his speech. 
Then, in the first instance, it is seen, on an ex- 


' amination of the Journals, that notice was given 


of the homestead bill. It was introduced and com- 
mitted in the House of Representatives before my 
respected friend from Alabama (Mr. McConnell) 
ever offered his proposition as an amendment to 
the spoliation bill. [n 1850, the period to which 
the Senator from Alabama carries us back in the 
Senate, the Senator from New York never intro- 
duced a homestead bill at all; but half a dozen 
others did shadow forth a proposition in its broad- 
est sense. None ofthem were to be referred to by 
the Senator from Alabama; but the Senator from 
New York must be brought into connection with 
it. I do not say that my friend from Alabama 


| intended to be unfair; I do not say that he in- 


tended to excite any improper prejudice by this 
connection; but I will say that his remarks, left 


|| ag they were, were calculated to do that. 


, 
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In the first place, we find the Senator from Al- 
abama mistaken in his statement of fact as to the 
origin of the bill; in the second place, we find him 
misinken as to the fact of Mr. Sewarp introdu- 
cing the proposition ¢ izht years ago, in fact, he 
introduced no such measure atall. The remark- 
able accuracy with which the Senator from Ala- 
bama stated his facts seemed to indicate that he 
had made himself thoroughly acquainted wich the 
history of the subject. If he had made himself 
acquainted with all the facts connected with the 
homestead proposition, | feel assured that he 
would not have made the statement he did; and 
not having made himself acquainted with the facts, 
he was not authorized in making the statement he 
did. 

The Senator denies that this proposition has 
been approved by the public judgment. Let us 
see how the facts stand in regard to that statement. 
‘The measure, in its present form, was introduced 
in 1846; it was discussed in and out of Congress 
up to the 12th of May, 1852; and on that day the 
vill passed the popular branch of the national 
Legislature by a two-thirds vote. The bill was 
then lost in the Senate. Again, in 1854, it was 
originated in the House of Representatives by the 
Hon. John L. Dawson, of Pennsylvania, and 
was again passed by an overwhelming majority 
of that body, and was sent to the Senate, and lost. 
If we are to rely upon evidences like these, it Is 
clenr and manifest that the public jadgment has 
been recorded in favor of the homestead proposi 
tion, the Senator’s opinion to the contrary not- 
withstanding. We can have no safer guide, no 
better test, than the will of the people reflected 
through their representatives in their representa- 
live capacity. 

But the gentleman went on tostate that the Sen- 
ate should notobey the popular will; that it should 
rather lead it; but in this particular case we find 
the Senator unwilling tolead, orto follow, either, 
what we conceive to be the public judgment; but 
sets himself up in opposition to it. If I were dis- 
posed to give another evidence of the popular judg- 
ment on this subject, | might mention that the 
Presiding Officer of this House, the Vice President 
of the United States, recorded his vote in favor of 
the homestead bill in 1854; he was placed upon 
the ticket for the Vice Presidency in 1856, with 
Mr. Buchanan, and his whole public course was 
scrutinized; his claims were submitted to the pub- 
lic consideration, and after a full and thorough 
investigation of his whole public course, there was 
net an objection arged against him for the Vice 
Presidency on account of having supported this 
»olicy in the Congress of the United States, that 
am aware of; but, on the contrary, in many 
ylaces it was one of the strongest arguments in 
bis favor. Even in the gentleman’s own State he 
received an overwhelming vote,after having sup- 
ported the homestead measure. 

The Senator, in the course of his remarks, ad- 
mitted that the public judgment of his own State 
was once for it; but he does not condescend to 
give us any evidence that that public judgment 
has been changed. There have been no public 
meetings, no public demonstrations, no memo- 
vial or petition sent to the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States against the passage of this measure; but 
in truth the evidences are all the other way; and 
so soon as the popular judgment can be brought 
to bear upon this body, the measure will be con- 
summated and passed here. The Senator as- 
sumes, in bold terms, that the Senate should not 
obey the public judgment; that it should rather 
lead it. I hold that the Senate should obey the 
popular judgment, and that a majority of the 
States should rule in the Senate, as much so as 
the majority of the congressional districts in the 
House of Representatives. I hold it to be sound 
Democratic devttin’ that a majority of the States 
should rule in the Senate; as ih so as thata 
majority should rule in the House of Represent- 
atives; and then ina disagreement between the 
two Houses, measures are lost as contemplated 
by the Constitution; but in cases of this kind the 
Democratic party hold, that where a Senator can- 
not, consistently with his views of right or the 
Constitution, obey the will of the people of his 
State, it is his duty to resign, and give his place 
to some one who will faithfully and honestly | 
obey the high behest of the people. 

Sir, [ hepe the period is not distant when the | 
Senate will have to come down from its present | 


proud and obstinate position, and pass more under 
the influence of the popular judgment of the re- 
spective States. I hope the time will come when 
the people of the several States will have the con- 
stitutional power restored to them of electing their 
Senators at the ballot-box, as they now elect their 
Representatives, if not every two years, at least 
once in six years, thereby creating an immediate 
responsibility between them and the people. This 
would be one great step in popularizing our Gov- 
ernment. I will say, in this connection, that I 
am anxious to see the election of President and 
Vice President made by the electors of each con- 
gressional district directly, by the people, in pref- 
erence to the present mode. Wherever it is prac- 
ticable, | desire to have the people to do their own 
public business by themselves, instead of through 
agents. There is an old and trite adage which I 
think holds good in public as in private affairs— 
** whenever you have anything to do, send some- 
body to do it; but if you want it well done, go 
and do it yourself.’’ It will hold good in every 
department of human affairs, public as well as 
private. Hence, I repeat, I am in favor of pop- 
ularizing our Government, and, wherever it is 
practicable, letting the people elect their agents, 
instead of having their agents selected by other 
agents, ag Senators now are by the Legislatures 
—in some instances by intrigue and other anti- 
Democratic appliances. Let the people be heard, 
and let their mature judgment be final. 

I have felt it my duty to say this much in set- 
ting the history of this great measure right, as I 
humbly conceive the greatest measure of the age 
or of modern times; and it will ultimately be 
spread upon your statute-book as the law of the 
land. 

Mr. PUGH. If the Senator from Tennessee 
will permit me, I think we have barely time to 
send a mesSage to the House, and receive one in 
return. 
Secretary send a message to the House that the 
Senate has discharged its business, and is ready 
for an adjournment. The Senator can proceed 
after that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. FITCH. I[ wish to move for an executive 
session, for the purpose indicated by the Senator 
from Arkansas. It will take buta moment.. It 


/1s a matter of importance, and pertains to our 


records. 


With his permission, | move that the | 
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An act to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1858; 

An act making appropriations for the expenses 
of collecting the revenue from customs; 

An act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1859; 

An act making an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the military road from Astoria to Sa- 
lem, in Oregon Territory; and 

An act granting an invalid pension to William 


| Howell, of Tennessee. 


READING OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
dispense with the further reading of the Journal, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It had better be 
read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
suspend the rules to enable me to move to dis- 
pense with the further reading of the Journal. It 
will take till eleven o’clock to read the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. Thereare twenty more pages. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit the point of or- 
der that there is a motion now pending to sus- 
pend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Isthere not a motion pend- 


| ing to suspend the rules? 


The SPEAKER. This question comes up be- 
fore you can reach that matter at all. 
The House divided on Mr. Wasusurne’s mo- 


| tion, and there were—ayes 107, noes 18. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I have nothing | 


more to say. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
At six o’clock the doors were reopened, and 
the Senate adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 14, 1858. 


The House met at ten o’clock a.m. 
’ 
by the Rev. Ze C. GRANBURY. 


Prayer 


The Clerk then proceeded to read the Journal | 


of Saturday. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


During the reading of the Journal, a message | 


was received from the President by Mr. James 


Bucuanan Henry, his Private Secretary, inform- | 


ing the House that he had approved and signed 


| the following bills: 
An act granting a pension to Mrs. Mary A. M. 
| Jones; 


An act making appropriations for sundry civil 
expenses of Government for the year ending June 
30, 1859; 


An act making appropriations for the support | 


of the Army, for the year ending June 30, 1859; 


Anact making supplemental appropriations for | 
the current and contingent expenses of the In-| 


dian department, and for ee stipula- 


tions with various Indian tribes, for the fiscal year | 
ending June 30, 1859; , 
| An act granting an invalid pension to John | 


Holland, of Arkansas; 

An act to establish certain post roads; 

An act granting an invalid pension to William 
Randolph; 

An act making appropriations for the transpor- 


tation of the United States mail, by ocean steam- | 


ers and otherwise, during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1859; 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
} 
’ 





So (two thirds voting in favor therof) the rules 
were suspended. 

The further reading of the Journal was then dis- 
pensed with. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 582) to 
authorize a loan not exceeding $20,000,000; when 
the Speaker signed the same. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION, 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the time for the 
adjournment of the present session of Cougress shall be, 
and is hereby, extended from twelve o’clock, m., to half 
past two o’clock, p. m., this day. 

I move the previous question on that resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to the 


| introduction of the resolution ? 


Mr. SANDIDGE., I object. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have a resolution 
which, I thnk, meets the emergency of the case 
better than that, and I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow it to be read. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move a suspen- 
sion of the rules to enable me to offer the resolu- 


i| tion, 


The question was taken; and the rules were 

suspended. 
he question recurred upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. SAVAGE. [rise toa question of order. 
The previous question has not been demanded 
since the rules were suspended, and I desire to 
offer an amendment. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to allow my proposition to be read. 

Mr. CURRY. I object. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was agreed to; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. It will be remem- 


bered that on Saturday night, upon receiving in- 
foizuation that a difference of opinion existed be- 
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. 1} 
tween the Senate and the House on the subject of || 
jegisiation on the Post Office appropriation bill, 
tie House laid that bill upon the table. In doing 
that, the House meant no discourtesy to the co- 
dinate branch of Congress; but, as | understand 
it, they meant by that vote emphatically to de- 
clare their dissent to legislation in appropriation 
bills at the close of the session. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | have learned since, that 
that difficulty may be obviated, so that we may | 
adjourn at twoo’clock. Itcan only be arrived at 
in one way; and | wish the House to understand 
that. I propose to move that the bill be taken 
from the table by moving to reconsider the vote 
by which it was put there. I shall move, then, 
when the bill is before the House, to reconsider 
the vote by which five out of the ten amendments | 
of the Senate were concurred in. The textof the 
bill has been passed upon by both Houses. There 
were ten amendments; five of which, as I have | 
stated, were concurred in. My opinion is that, | 
if the ten amendments be left open between the | 
two Houses, a conference committee may be en- | 
abled to make a report. 

Mr. GARNETT. [I desire to ask the gentle- | 
man whether one of the amendments he intends 
to recede from is the one giving a subsidy of 
$14,000 to the Collins line ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I do not propose 
to recede from any. My motion is, that the 
amendments shall be left open for the action ofa 
committee of conference between the two Houses. | 
That is one of the amendments in which both 
Houses have concurred. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There is no | 
objection, | hope, to the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. MORGAN. Is the House to vote on the 
amendments again ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to move 
a general disagreement to them, so as to send 
them to a conference committee. 

Mr. MORGAN. So the bill is to go to the 
Senate precisely as it went before ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. It will go there 
with amendments of the Senate disagreed to by || 
the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand the || 
gentieman from Pennsylvania in this way: when | 
the bill is taken up, he will move to reconsider | 
the vote by which the House agreed to certain of 
the Senate amendments to the Post Office appro- 
priation bill. We will then disagree to those 
amendments—to all the amendments which the 
Senate put upon that bill when they first sent it 
back here. If the Senate will not recede from its 
amendments, then the Senate will ask for a com- 
mittee of conference. 

‘Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
understand the chairmain of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. Does he, in taking this bill 
from the table, propose to epen any amendments 
that have been concluded by the concurring votes 
of the two Houses? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to take | 
the bill from the table. Then I propose to recon- 
sider the vote by which five of the amendments 
of the Senate were concurred in. That will open 
the whole subject. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I want to 
know why the gentleman proposes to go back and 
open amendments which have been concurred in? 

Mr.J.G@LANCYJONES. We have concurred 
in five of the ten amendments. If we recede from 
that concurrence, then the whole subject will be 
open between the two bodies. The two Houses 
cannot agree in reference to the five now open 
between them, but if the ten be opened, I know 
that they will agree to a report. 

Mr. BURNETT. [rise toa question of order. 
I understand that there was no objection to taking | 
the bill up 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
stand that it has not been taken up. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No debate is in 
order, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. If I am in 
order, | want to understand this matter that | may 
vote intelligently. Ido not see how the basis for 
negotiation will be enlarged by cutting down that 
which both Houses have concurred in. For in- 
stance: both Houses agreed that the publication 
of the list of letters uncalled for should be given, 
instead of to two or three papers, to the paper |! 


I under- 


TH 


|; make my motion in order. 


that would do it the cheapes:. Is it possible that 
the gentleman wats to disagree to that amend- 
ment which has already been agreed to by both 
Houses? How will thatenlarge the basis for ne- 
gouation ? , 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I raise the 
question of order that debate is not in order; and 
I ask that it be decided. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If debate is in order, it is 
premature at this time. 

The SPEAKER. The first proposition is to 
take up the bill and amendments from the table. 
If that be done, then the question will come up 
upon the amendments heretofore disagreed to. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania proposes to 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
House concurred in certain amendments. If that 


| be done, then he proposes to move that the House 
insist on its disagreement to the Senate amend- 
} ments, and ask for another committee of confer- 


ence. If there be no objection, the bill will be 
considered as taken from the table. The propo- 
sition will then be in order to insist upon our dis- 
agreement and ask another committee of confer- 
ence. It will also be in order to move to reconsider 
the votes by which the House concurred in cer- 
tain amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. LIrise toa question 
of order. Will it be in order, as the Speaker has 
stated, to reconsider the vote by which we con- 
curred in the Senate amendments—those amend- 
ments having been already once reconsidered, and 
the motion to reconsider laid upon the table ? 

The SPEAKER. It will require a two-thirds 
vote for the gentleman from Pennsylvania to get 
his motion before the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to further debate. 
Let us have a vote 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to taking 
the bill from the Speaker’s table? e@ 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 object. I understand 


| (** Order!’’ ** Order'’’] that by this arrangement 


it is proposed— -[shouts of * Order!’’} 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to suspend 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER. It 1s, in any point of view, 
desirable that the motion to suspend the rules 
should prevail 

Mr. CLEMENS. _Iask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The rules were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted therefor,) and the amendments of the Sen- 
ate brought before the House for consideration. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. What is now the 
question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Senate amendments are 
before the House, and the question is: ** Will the 
House further insist on their disagreement? will 
they adhere? or will they recede ?”” 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Geowgia. I move that 
the House further insist on its disagreement, and 
ask another committee of conference. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I thought I had 
the floor. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House agreed to five out of the ten Senate 
amendments. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. It will require a two-thirds 
vote to take the motion to reconsider from the 
table. § 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Is notthe motion 
of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stepurns] 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
upon that motion. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I was upon the 
floor when the gentleman from Georgia rose and 
made his motion. Before making a motion I made 
an inquiry of the Chair in order to enable me to 
i W hat I wish to dois 
to make a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the House concurred in five out of the ten amend- 
ments of the Senate to thig bill. 1 make that mo- 
tion now, if it is in order. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to make a single 
remark in reply to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. J. Guancy Jongs.] [Cries of 
*¢ Order !’’ 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I knowit is not; but I ask 


| ask for a vote 


|| the consent of the House to make a single remark. 


{Loud cries of ** Object!”’ and ‘* Order !’”] 
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Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask for a vote 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. SrepHens. | 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion of the gerileman from Pennsylvania [| Mr. J. 
Guancy Jones} is one of such a nature as will 
take precedence of the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia moves to suspend the rules to enable him to 
submit a motion to take from the table the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which certain amend- 
ments of the Senate were concurred in. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I wish to know if the effect 
of the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania © 
{Mr. J. Grancy Jones] is not to open up this 
whole controversy again, [** Order!’? * Order!”’} 
and place the House at the mercy of the Senate ? 
[Shouts of **Order!’’] I rise to a question of 
ord: r. 

The SPEAKER. The ‘gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is out of order; and must take his seat. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Well, | ask for information, 
what will be the effect of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, if it prevails? 

{** Order!”’ ** Order !’"] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise toa ques- 
I submit that the motion of the 


tion of order 

gentleman from Pennsylvania is in order without 
the suspension of the rules. The bill, with the 
amendments of the Senate unacted on, are before 
the House, with the motion to reconsider attach- 
ine to those which have been concurred in. Now, 
I want to know what is to prevent the motion to 
reconsider from being taken from the table? 

The SPEAKER. That is the motion the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania makes; but, under the 
practice of the House, it requires a two-thirds 
vote, objection being made, to enable him to sub- 
mit the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. But I submit that 
the bill and amendments being before the House, 
and the motion to reconsider attaching to the five 
amendments which have been concurred in, it is 
in order to move to take up the motion to recon- 
sider. 

The SPEAKER. If the practice suggested by 
the gentleman from Tennessee were to prevail, it 
would defeat the whole object of laying the motion 
to reconsider on the table, if it could at any time 
be taken up by a simple majority vote. So far as 
these amendments which have been concurred in 
are concerned, they have passed from the control 
of the House, unless by a suspension of the rules, 
just as much as the original text of the bill. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. If the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania be voted down, 
what will be the next question before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, to further insist and ask for 
another committee of conference. 

Mr. CLEMENS. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only three 
members voting therefor. \ 

The rules were suspended—ayes 123, noes 10, 
and 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES submitted his motion 
to take from the table the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, ‘* Will the 
House reconsider the vote ?’’ 

Mr. GARNETT. I wish to know if that ques- 
tion is susceptible of division; because | am in 
favor of the amendment giving the printing of the 
Post Office blanks to the lowest bidder, and do 
not wish to recede from it. 

The SPEAKER. The question cannot be di- 
vided. 

Mr. STANTON. I move the previous question 


on the reconsideration. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered; and, under its operation, 


the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
House do non-concur in all the amendments of 
the Senate; and on that I move the previous ques- 


| tion. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the amendments were non-concurred in. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move that a committee of 
conference be appointed. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Part- 
Lies, Wasupurneof Lilinois, and Dowpe.t, were 
appointed the managers on the partof the House. 
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Mr. PHILLIPS moved to reconsider the vote | lution of the House to change the hour for the 


by which the amendments were non-concurred 
in, and also moved to Jay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The Jatter motion was agreed to. 


JAMES H. GLANDING. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in || 


order to be the motion of the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania (Mr. An] to suspend the rules so 


as to discharge the Committee of the Whole | 
House from the further consideration of Senate | 


bill (No. 292) for the relief of James H. Gland- 
ing. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I would advise my friends 
in the House not to put any bill on its passage 
that has passed the Senate; because, if they do, 
they will be in a worse condition than if they re- 
main as they are, as the President will sign no 
private bill passed totday. 

Mr. AHL. On that statement I withdraw the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. FLORENCE. . My colleague [Mr. Ant} 
withdraws his motion to suspend the rules, for the 
reason that the bill, if passed, would be in a worse 
condition than it is now in, and he is willing to 
trust to the justice of the House at the next ses- 
810Nn. 


MINNESOTA REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I offer the follow- 


ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts of this House 
pay out of the contingent fund of the House, to W. W. 
Puetrs and James M. Cavanaven, Representatives from 
the State of Minnesota, compensation at the rate of $250 per 
month, from the 13th of October, 1857, to the 13th of May, 
the date of the admission of the Strte. 

It is not necessary to discuss this resolution. 
It is omly giving them pay back to the date of 
their election. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. I think 

, . 
they ought to be paid only from the time the State 
was admitted. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I move to suspend 
the rules; and I call for tellers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let us have the 
yeas and nays, and see who will vote for this. 
All these things have to pass in review within the 
next four years. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
64, nays 92; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Billinghurst, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burns, Chapman, John 
B. Clark, Clawson, Cox, Curry, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Edmundson, Faulkner, 
Florence, Gilman, Gooch, Thomas L. Harris, Hatch, Haw- 


kins, Jackson, Kelly, Leidy, Leiter, Maclay, McKibbin, | 


McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Ma- 
son, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Niblack, Nichols, John 8. 
Phelps, Quitman, Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Searing, Shorter, Sickles, Sin- 
leton, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, James A. Stewart, 
Vard, Ellihu B. Washburne, Whiteley, and John V. 
Wrght—64. 

NAYS — Messrs. Andrews, Bingham, Blair, Bocock, 


Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Case, Caskie, | 


Ezm Clark, Clemens, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, John 
Coe’rane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, 
Cragin, Burton Craige, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dean, Dodd, Dow- 
deli, Durfee, Edie, Foley, Foster.Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, 


adjournment of Congress, with an amendment, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


The message from the Senate was taken up and 
read, as follows: 
In Senate or THE Unirep Srares, 
June 14, 1858. 
Resolved, That the Senate agree to the resolution of the 


| House of Representatives changing the hour for the adjourn- 


ment of Congress, with the following amendment: Strike 
out *‘half past two o’clock this day,’’ and insert in lieu | 
thereof ** twelve o’clock to-morrow.”’ | 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I move to concur in the 
amendment of the Senate, with an amendment to 
strike out *‘ twelve o’clock to-morrow,’’ and in- 
sert in lieu thereof * six o’clock, p. m., this day.” 
Whatever we can do by twelve o’clock to-mor- 
row, we can do by six o’clock to-day. I move 
the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope the 
House will not concur in the amendment of the 
Senate, and that, if the Senate refuses to concur 
in half past two o’clock, we shall adjourn at twelve 
o’clock to-day. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. So doI. The 


| Senate have been playing this game quite long 


enough; and I hope we shall not concur in their 
amendment. j 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, I will 
propose an amendment which, I think, will meet 
the views of all sides. It is, that we accept the 
Senate amendment, with a proviso that no legis- 
lative business shall be transacted by the two 
Houses after a certain hour. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Linsist on the previous ques- 
ion. 

Mr. DAYIDSON. If the House will give me 
its attention for one moment, I beg leave to say 
to the gentleman from Maine, and to the House, 
that the public business can be concluded by six | 
o’clock; and if they willagree to that amendment, 
itis understood all round that that will suit all 
parties. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, Mr. Puitiips’s amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment of the Senate, as amended, | 
was concurred in. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider | 


| the vote by which the amendment was concurred 


in; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider | 
upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JORN COCHRANE. I ask the unani- | 


mous consen: of the House to offer the following | 
resolution, Itis necessary in order to continue 
the business of te present session which is in | 
the hands of the coumittees over to the next: 


. . | 
Resolved, ‘That all bills, resolutions, and other papers re- | 
ferred to the standing committees of the House at the first 


| session of this Congress, upon which no reports shall have 
| been made at the time of adjournment, shall be returned 
| informally to the Clerk, and shall, by virtue of this resolu- | 


Goode, Goodwin, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Hill, Hoard, Hop- | 


kins, Horton, Houston, Howard, Huyler, Jewett, George W. | 


Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, 
Letcher, Lovejoy, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 


Freeman H. Morse, Mott, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, | 


Pottie, Powell, Purviance, Ready, Reagan, Ritchie, Royce, 
Seales, Henry M. Shaw, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, 
Stallworth, Stanton, Talbot, Tappan, Miles Taylor, Thay- 
er, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade, Waibridge, 
Walton, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Wortendyke, and 
Zollieotter—93. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

During the calling of the roll, 

Mr. BONHAM stated that if he had been in 
when his name was called, he should have voted 
“ey.” 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President by 
Mr. James Bucuanan Henry, his private Secre- 
tary, informing the House that he fad approved 


and signed an act to authorize a loan not exceeding 
the sum of $20,000,000. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Aspury Drews, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had agreed to the reso- 


tion, stand recommitted at the commencement of the next | 
session of Congress to said committees, into whose posses- | 
sion the Clerk is hereby directed to restore them. 


Mr. FLORENCE. If the resolution shall be 
received, will it be in order to move to amend it, 


so as to take from the drawers of members reports | 


which they have been authorized to make ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 


| that it has never been permitted that reports should 
be made and placed upon the Calendar in that 





} 
} 


| resolution of t 





way. The resolution of the gentleman from New 


| 
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York is in the usual shape. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desired to know, because 
I have my drawer full of reports, and I suppose 
other gentlemen are in the same position. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not suppose that one 
man in twenty of us has heard one word of that 
resolution. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported, as truly enrolled, a bill and 
he following titles; when the Speak- 

er signed the same. 
An act for the relief of Sherlock & Shirley; and 
A joint resolution to correct an error in an act 
for the relief of Stephen R. Rowan approved June 


1, 1858 


j 





June 14, 

In presenting the report, eit 

Mr. DAVIDSON said: These bills would have 

been here on Saturday but for the negligence of the 

officers of the Senate. I thought this statement 

necessary for the purpose of putting the matter 
right. 

THE UNFINISHED BUSINESS—AGAIN. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair desires to say that 
the resolution of the gentleman from New York 
is in the usual form,and is necessary if the House 
intends to resume its business at the commence- 
ment of the next session where it closed at the 
expiration of this. 

Mr. COBB. It is precisely the usual resolu- 
tion which has passed at the first session of every 
Congress for the last ten years. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
this inquiry of the Chair: if this resolution is 


| adopted in cases where reports have been agreed 
| on, but not presented to the House, will it be com- 


petent for the committees which shall be appointed 
at the next session, if they are composed of dif- 


| ferent members, to make different reports? 
’ 


Mr. COBB. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think, then, the 
business before committees might as well go to 
the Clerk, and be referred at the next session. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will it be in order to move 
that such memorials as have been acted upon in 
committee shall go upon the Calendar? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair supposes the res- 
olution will be amendable. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I submit the amend- 


ment I have indicated to allow reports upon me- 


| morials which have been acted on in committee, 


to be presented and go upon the Calendar. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. That amendment 
is notin order. The resolution has not been re- 
ceived by the House, and is not before us for 
amendments. If the resolution is received, I pro- 
pose to demand the previous question, and cut off 
amendments. 

TheSPEAKER. 
olution? 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to suspend 
the rules. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended, (two thirds having voted therefor.) 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE demanded the pre- 
vious question upon the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was adopted; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POST ROAD BILL. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill to repeal the 
second section of the act entitled **An act to estab- 
lish certain post roads,”’ approved June 14, 1858. 

Mr. HAWKINS. I object. 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by Mr. Dicks, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had agreed to the amend- 
ment of this House to the amendment of the 
Senate to the resolution of the House changing 
the time for the adjournment of Congress. } 

Mr.STANTON. I move, then, that the rules 
be suspended. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I ask that I may be allowed 
to say a word or two on the subject. 

Mr.JEWETT. I think the gentleman ought 
to be permitted to be heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think it is due to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana that he should be heard. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Two minutes will be suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. BURROUGHS objected, but subsequently 
withdrew his objection. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, this second 
section was adopted in the Senate as an amend- 
ment to the post road bill. I did not have time 
to examine all of the amendments of the Senate 
to that bill, and what I stated to the House on 
Saturday, in reference to it, was from information 
mainly derived from others. It is proper, how- 
ever, that I should remark, that | did see an 
amendment somewhat like this. It was shown 
to me by a gentleman from North Carolina. He 


Is there objection to the res- 
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pro osed to make it imperative that the Postmas- 
ter General should do certain things as to the mail 
service between eastern cities and New Orleans. 
| stated that I should object to it in that shape; 
but that, if it were left to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to pursue the course indicated or not, as he 
pleased, I should have no objection to it. Iam 
astonished that, this morning, there prevails an 
idea that this Senate amendment has reference to 
ocean service between eastern cities and New Or- 
leans. Nothing of the kind was intended, as I 
believe. It refers to land service, and is therefore 
legitimately upon the post road bill. The lan- 
guage may be more indefinite than it should be, 
but I am assured by all the parties that land and 
not ocean service is intended. So I understood it, 
and so I understand it yet; but, whether so or not 
makes no material difference, as the matter is left 
to the discretion of the Postmaster General to 
make the best arrangement as to the transmission 
of the mails between the eastern cities and the 
great commercial city of the South. 1 see noth- 
ing wrong in it; but, under the circumstances, 
will vote to repeal. 

Mr. STANTON. Theamendment authorizes 
either ocean or land service, and the objection to 
it is that itis not an ordinary and usual provision, 
creating a post road. It goes beyond the ordinary 
purposes of a post road bill, and confers special 
authority upon the Postmaster General in refer- 
ence to a specific and very important route. It 
passed the House without the knowledge of any 
member, and, whether it be right or wrong, I take 
it that it is such a provision as ought not to pass || 
in that manner. The House was not conscious | 
of there being anything in it except the usual pro- | 
visions for post roads. We did not think that it 
conferred special power in reference to any road, 
inland or ocean. ‘i insist, therefore, that it is due 
to the House that they should repeal this section 
of the bill, and confine the bill strictly to the estab- 
lishment of post roads, without any general legis- | 
lation in regard to them. I move a suspension of || 
the rules. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I have no feeling in reference | 
to this matter, and have not the slightest objec- || 

| 
| 
| 





tion to the course being pursued which was indi- 
cated by the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I want to speak on this 
question. 

Several Mempers objected. 1] 

The House was divided; and there were—ayes 
124, noes 15. 

So the rules were suspended. | 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the rules were suspended. 

Mr. STANTON. Is that motion in order? I 
never heard of a motion to reconsider a suspen- 
sion of the rules. It is no measure of legislation. 

The SPEAKER. It is frequently an import- 
ant step toward legislation. 

Mr. STANTON. I will make no question of 
order. I move to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. This matter || 
can be settled by calling the yeas and nays on the || 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I withdraw the | 
motien to reconsider, and demand the yeas and | 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. In reference to the motion 
to reconsider, authority is found in the 56th rule, | 
which provides that, when a motion has been | 
once made, and carried in the affirmative or neg- | 
ative, it shall be in order for any member of the | 
majority to move to reconsider. 

Mr, WINSLOW. I want to make a statement 
in reference to this matter. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is in order only by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. GROW. We have heard the statements | 
of both sides. If the gentleman [Mr. Wins.ow] | 
can be replied to, I have no objection to his pro- | 
ceeding; otherwise, I will object. | 





The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. I think that the discussion 
had better take place after the rules shall have 
been suspended. 

The question was taken; an? it was decided in | 
the affirmative~yeas 120, nays 45; as follows: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Barksdale, Bennett, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Blair, Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, |! 
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| tion. 


| and recognized the propriety of abstainin 
| legislation on the general appropriation bills. In 


| that view all the Senate amendments were receded 
from. 


nena 


Burnett, Burns, Case, Caskie, Chapman, John B. Clark, 
Clawson, Clay, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, 


| Corning, Covode, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, 


Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dim- 
mick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, English, Faulkner, 
Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Goode, 
Goodwin, Granger, Groesbeck, Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. 
Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hatch, Hoard, Hop 
kins, Horton, Houston, Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, La- 
mar, Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Hum- 


| phrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Mason, Matteson, 
| Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Mott, Nib- 


lack, Nichols, Olin, Parker, Peyton, John 8. Phelps, Wil 


liam W. Phelps, Pottle, Powell, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, | 


Ritchie, Robbins, Savage, Scales, Searing, Judson W. 


| Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, 


Talbot, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburffe, Israel Wash- 
burn, White, Wood, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ahl, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, 
Horace F. Clark, Clemens, John Cochrane, Burton Craige, 
Davidson, Dowdell, Eustis, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hawkins, 


| Hill, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. 
| Kunkel, Maclay, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Moore, Free- 
| man H. Morse, Pendleton, Quitman, Reagan, Reilly, Ruf. 


fin, Russell, Sandidge, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Sickles, 
Stallworth, James A. Stewart, George Taylor, Ward, Win- 
slow, Woodson, and Wortendyke—45. 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the 


| rules were suspended, and the bill was intro- 


duced. 
Mr. FOSTER stated, 

Mr. Asport was ill, an 

session of the House. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a privileged ques- 


The managers on the part of the House 
oS , 


ending the vote, that 
unable to attend the 


on the committee of conference on the Post Office | 


appropriation bill, have instructed me to make the 
following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of || 


the two Houses to the bill of the House (No. 556) making 


| appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department 


during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1859, having met, 


| aftera full and free conference have agreed t6 recommend, 
| and do recommend, to their respective Houses, as follows : 


That the Senate recede from its first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth amendments. 
R. M.T. HUNTER, 
D. L. YULEE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, 
ELLIHU B. WASHBURNE, 
JAMES F. DOWDELL, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


It will be observed, Mr. Speaker, that the Sen- 
ate have receded from all their amendments; and 
I desire to say that one of the Senators avowed 
g from 


I demand the previous question. 
The previous oe was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN. I consider this a snap judg- 
ment, taken in an unfair way. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

* The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 

the House that, whether the report be adopted or 

not, if the Senate agree to the report, the bill is 
assed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
is no question before the House. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHILLIPS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was agreed to, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I rise to a 
privileged question. I move that the House take 
a recess till five o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 
the gentleman that the Senate have not yet noti- 
fied the House that they have concurred in the 
report of the committee of conference. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to offer 
a resolution to rescind the resolution fixing the 
time of adjournment, and fixing it at two o’clock 
to-day. 

The SPEAKER. There is a matter already 
pending which must first be disposed of. 


POST ROUTE BILL—AGAIN. 
The bill to repeal the second section of the act 
entitled ** An act to establish certain post roads,”’ 


approved June 14, 1858, was then read a first and 
second time. 


And really there 


AL‘GLOBE. 





Mr. STANTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment of the bill. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I think it is very illiberal 


| on the part of the gentleman from Ohio not to 

















allow me to say a word. 

Mr. STANTON. If it is the pleasure of the 
House, I will withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question, and occupy about three minutes 
myself, and then give way to the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 

Cries of * No!’ * Vote!”? ‘* Question !’"] 

fr. STANTON. All I wantis to have the 
matter understood, 

Cries of ** Question !’’} 

{r. KEITT. I wish to inquire, whether, if 
this bill passes, it will not have to be engrossed 
and sent to the Senate, and then enrolled and sent 
to the President, before it becomes a law; and- 
whether it is not too late for all that to be done? 

The SPEAKER. That is a matter for the 
House to consider, and not the Chair. 

Mr. WINSLOW. [rise to a question of order. 
I wish to inquire whether it is in order now, by 
a new bill, to repeal a law upon which the House 
has come to a question at this session. I know 
it is not in order in the British Parliament; but I 
do not know what the ruling has been in this 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. There have been various pre- 
cedents in the House of Representatives; cer- 
tainly one very remarkable one, where the Min- 
nesota land grant was repealed by an amendment 
to a pension bill. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 
cedent. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it right 
and proper that the House should have this power, 
and knows of no parliamentary law that would 
deny the right to the House. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Lhope the gentleman from Ohio 
will withdraw the previous question; | am sat- 
isfied that there are not thirty members in the 
House who know what they are voting upon. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to debate. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. McQUEEN demanded the yeas and nays 
on ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

Mr. WINSLOW demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Stanton 
and Craice, of North Carolina, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-five in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 122, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Andrews, Barksdale, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Bocock, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Bur- 
nett, Burns, Burroughs, Case, Caskie, Chapman, Ezra 
Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Corning, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curry, Curtis, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of F 
Dawes, Dean, Dimmick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, 
Eliiott, English, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Foley, Foster, 
Garnett, Gilman, Gooch, Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Gregg, 
Groesbeck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hoard, Hopkins, Horton, Hous- 
ton, Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. ema Jones, 
Owen Jones, Kilgore, Knapp, Lamar, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lovejoy, McKibbin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Mott, Niblack, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Peyton, 
Jobn 8. Phelps, Pottle, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, Ready, 
Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Royce, Sandidge, Savage, 
Judsoy W. Sherman, Shorter, Singleton, William Smith, 
Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, Talbot, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade ee oe Walton, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Woodson, and Sohn V. Wright—122., 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, 
Horace F. Clark, Clemens, John Cochrane, Cockerill, 
Burton Craige, Davidson, Dewart, Dowdell, Eustis, Gar- 
trell, Gilmer, Robert B. Hall, Hawkins, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, Maclay, McQueen, Miles, Millson, Freeman 
H. Morse, Pendleton, Robbins, Ruffin, Scales, Searing, 
Henry M. Shaw, Stephens, James A. Stewart, Tappan, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Israel um, 
Winslow, Wood, and Wortendyke—42. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. : 

r. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and also moved to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. a 

Mr. STANTON. I now move the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 


I think it a very bad pre- 
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Mr. DAVIDSON. 
the House. There is a story in circulation that 
this section Was put upon the bill surreptitiously. 
As I am the chairman of the Committee of En- 
roliment on the part of the House, and have had 
charge of all the business, | desire to call the at- 
tention of the House to that charge, and to say 
that the bili came to the committee-room with all 
the proper solemnities and forms which belong 
to the two Houses, and | received it there and 
had it enrolled. I consider it due to myself to 
call the atiention of the House to this fact at 
once. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question fora 
moment, to enable me to say, in justification of 
myself and of the Post Office Committee of the 
Senate, that I have received a note from the chair- 
man of that committee, stating that the commit- 
we never dreamed of such an application or con- 
struction being given to thisamendmentas seems 
to have been given to it by many members upon 
this floor. It is not intended to apply to sea ser- 
vice at ail, but only to land routes; and besides, 
it establishes nothing, and does no more than au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to act, or notact, 
in the premises as he may think best for the pub- 
lic service. Itis not at all unusual for general 
legislatuon to be put upon post route bills; and 
in this case the amendment of the Senate, | think, 

yertains to the general subject embraced in the 
Plt, I have no personal feeling about it what- 
ever. 

Mr. STANTON. The idea I had was that it 
was reported from the Post Office Committee of 
the Senate, and adopted without the Senate know- 
ing what it was, and came to this Elouse and was 
agreed to without the House knowing what it 
was. 

Mr. WINSLOW. The gentleman is mistaken. 
It was read in open Senate. 

Mr. HAWKINS. Willthe gentleman from 
Ohio yield to me for one word ? 

Mr. STANTON. I cannot withdraw the call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. HAWKINS. The gentleman’s informa- 
tion is incorrect. The amendment was read in 
the Senate and listened to attentively. 

Mr. STANTON. All lhave to say aboutitis 
that I have been informed by a Senator from Vir- 
gima and a Senator from Pennsylvania that the 
amendment was not read in the Senate. 

Mr. HAWKINS. I have been informed to the 
contwary. 

Mr. WINSLOW. And so have I, by the Sen- 
ator from Florida. 

Mr. STANTON. 
the previous question. 

The previous question on the passage of the bill 
was seconded, and the main question ordered to 
be put; and, under the operation thereof, the bill 
was passed. 
Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to | 
lay the mouion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


REVISION OF THE RULES. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
olution, to which I presunie there will be no op- 
posiuon: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of | 
the Speaker and four members, to be named by him, whose | 
duty it shall be to digest the rules of order. to suggest such 
alterations and amendments as they may deem advisable, | 
and to report the same back to the House for its action at 
an early day in the next session. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
received. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out that provision which provides that the 
members of the committee shall be named by the 
Speaker, and insert “ by vote of the House.”’ 

Mr. WINSLOW. ‘That amendment is notin 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes the gen- | 
tleman will be indulged in offering the amend- 
ment, | 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it contemplated that the 

| 
j 
i 
! 


I insist on the demand for 


i 
i 
| 
| 


committee shall sit during the recess? 

Mr. WINSLOW. Certainly not. The 
to report at an early day the next session. 
will not require to 


Mr, PHILLIPS. 


are 
: hey 
long in session, 


I hope the gentleman will | 


tee to meet such committee as may be appointed 


| by the Senate, for the purpose of revising the 
joint rules. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I have no objection to that 
as an addition to my resolution. 
The question being on Mr. CLemens’s amend- 


| ment, 


Mr. CLEMENS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cray and 
3LAIR were appointed, 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 


i aye 1, noes 130. 


' 
So the amendment was rejected. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


OLD SOLDIERS’ BILL. 
Mr. SAVAGE. 


I ask the unanimous consent | 


| of the House to introduce the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the bill of the House (No. 259) granting 
pensions to the soldiers of the war of 1812 and the Indian 
wars about that period, be made the special order for the 
second Tuesday in December next, to continue from day to 
day until finally disposed of, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAVIDSON demanded ae ene nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 95, nays 40; as follows: 

Y BAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Andrews, Arnold, Atkins, 
Bennett, Bingham, Blair, Bowie, Brayton, Butlinton, Bur 
lingame, Burnett, Burns, Burroughs, Case, Cavanaugh, 
Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Cobb, John 
Cochrane, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Corning, Covode, 
Cox, Davidson, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, 
Dimmick, Durfee, Edie, Elliott, Fenton, Florence, Foley, 
Poster, Gartrel!, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Gregg, Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Hatch, 
Hawkins, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Huyler, Jewett, Knapp, 
John C. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, Sam 
uel 8S. Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Morgan, Edward Joy 


| Morris, Niblack, Palmer, Parker, Peyton, Powell, Ready, 


Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Savage, Shorter, 


| Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Talbot, George Tay- 


lor, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Walton, Eliihu B. 
Washburne, White, Wood, Wortendyke, and John V. | 
Wright—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Billinghurst, Bocock, Bovee, Branch, 
Caskie, Clemens, Burton Craige, Curry, Davis of Mary- 
land, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Lowa, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Garnett, Goode, Groesbeck, Thomas | 
I.. Harris, Haskin, Hopkins, Houston, George W. Jones, | 
Keitt, Lovejoy, Miles, Millson, Moore, Mott, Nichols, Pen- 
dieton, Quitman, Ruthin, Sandidge, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, 
Wham Smith, Miles Taylor, Wade, Walbridge, and 
W inslow—40. 


So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting || 


in the affirmative. ) 
Pending the above call, 
Mr. POTTLE stated that he was out when his 
name was called; and that, if he had been pres- | 


| ent, he would have voted in the affirmative. 





unanimous consent of the House that the select | 


Mr. LETCHER would have voted in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. HILL would have voted in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. SINGLETON, it was by 
unanimous consent 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from | 
the files of the House of the petition and papers in the case | 
ot J. W. Crane for losses sustained in the Creek war, in 
order that tiey may be referred to the Court of Claims. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I ask the | 


committee on the arusts’ memorial be continued | 
until the next session, 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 
ported. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I demand the previous ques- | 
tion on the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question was ordered. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I move to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and also move that the motion to re- | 
consider be laid upon the table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 


NIAGARA FALLS CANAL. 
Mr. BURROUGHS. I offer the following res- 


olution: 

Resolved, That the select committee, to which was re- 
ferred several memorials relating to a ship canal round the 
Falls of Niagara, be continued as organized until the 4th of 
March next, with authority to report at any time. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


I object. 


bject. || 
” I object || the same. 
The vote was then announced, as above re- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I Relea to say a word to modify his resolution so as to allow the commit- i Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I move tha 


the House take a recess until half past five o’clock, 


>. Mm. 

Mr. BURROUGHS. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. | demand the veag 
and nays on the motion to suspend the rules, and 
call for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Craier, of 
North Carolina, and Marsuauu, of sentucky, 
were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 33, noes 93. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, (one fifth of 
those present voting in the affirmative.) 

[A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asxsuny Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that that body had adopted the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes between the two Houses on the Post Office 


appupmenen bill.] 


Ir. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move that there 


be appointed, by the Speaker, a committee of 
_ three, to join with such committee as may be ap- 


pointed by the Senate, to wait upon the President, 
and inform him that the Houses have got through 
with their business, and are ready to adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Smirn, 
of Tennessee, Grow, and Joun C. Kunkex, were 
appointed. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
suspend the rules, it was taken; and it was de- 


cided in the negative—yeas 65, nays 69; as fol- 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bowie, Brayton, Burlingame, Burroughs, 
Caruthers, Case, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, 
Clemens, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Cockerill, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Dean, Dewart, Dimmick, 
Dodd, Durfee, Elliott, Fenton, Foster, Goodwin, Grow, 
Haskin, Hoard, Horton, Howard, John C. Kunkel, Leidy, 
Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, 
Oliver A. Morse, Moit, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberis, Searing, Judson W. Sherman, 
William Smith, Spinner, Tappan, George Taylor, Tomp- 
kins, Underwood, Wade, Walton, Ward, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, and Zollicoffer—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. All, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, 


Buffinton, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Cavanaugh, Clay, Cobb, 








Burton Craige, Curry, Davis of Lowa, Dowdell, Edie, Ed- 
mundson, English, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gil- 
lis, Gilman, Goode, Granger, Gregg, Groesbeck, Thomas L. 
Harris, Hatch, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
McQueen, Mason, Matteson, Miles, Millson, Freeman H. 
Morse, Niblack, Olin, Peyton, Powell, Purviance, Quitman, 
Ready, Reilly, Royce, Ruffin, Sandidge, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Steven- 
son, Miles Taylor, Walbridge, White, Wortendyke, and 
John V. Wright—69. 


So the rules were not suspended, (two thirds not 


| voting in the affirmative.) 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. CLEMENS said: Mr. Speaker, I under- 
stand this is the resolution of the gentleman from 
New York who, during this session, courteously 
yielded me five minutes of his time, and I vote 
“ec ay.”’ 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
ported. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
foundtruly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 556) 
making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1859; when the Speaker signed 


ARTISTS’ MEMORIAL. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I renew my 
motion for leave for the committee on the artists’ 
memorial to report at the next session of Con- 
gress. It was raised so late that we have not been 
able to attend to the subject at all. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. J. B. Henry, his Private 
Secretary, announcing that he had approved and 
signed a bill making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Deparunent during the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1859. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 


Mr. BURROUGHS. I move that the rules be || resolution: 


suspended. 


Resolved, (the Senate concuning,) That the President of 
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» Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa 


a = aimee 


: adjourn their respective Houses sine die, this day, at 

Jt past pwo o’cloek, p. m. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. JEWETT, of Kentucky. i move to sus- 
pe d the rules, : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will withdraw 
my objecuion if I can get the floor to offer a reso- | 
lution of inquiry, which I have been seeking an | 
opportunity for the last fortnight to offer. 

The rules were suspended. | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move the | 
previous question, 

The previous or was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, || 
the resolution was adopted. } 

| 


tre 
tive 
li 


CONSULAR OFFICERS. 

Mr. BOWIE, by unanimous consent, offered | 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Presidentof the United States be, and | 
he is hereby, requested to communicate to the House, at 
its next session, whether any consul general, consul, or | 
commercial agent, embraced in section B of the actof 18th | 
August, 1856, has been engaged, in violation of said act,in 
mereantile business as a merchant, factor, broker, or ether | 
trader, or as a clerk or agent of any such person, directly 
or indirectly ; and that he communicate to this House all 
information and correspondence that may have been re- 
ceived on the subject. 


EMPLOYES OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. HOARD asked unanimous consent to of- | 
fer the following resolution: | 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to cause te be furnished to this House, as soon as | 
practicable after the first Monday in December next, a com- 
peecte listof all persons employed in permanent or temporary 
suuatvions as clerks, agents, superintendents, commiission- 
ers, store-keepers, civil engineers, draughismen, computers, | 
messengers, assistant messengers, laborers, and all other | 
persons doing clerical or messenger’s duty in each of the De- 
partments, bureaus, and offices connected with the execu- 
tive branch of the Government in the city of Washington, | 
including the offices of the Superintendent of the Coast | 
Survey, the Superintendent of Public Printing, the Super- | 
intendent of the National Observatory, the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, surveying and exploring expeditions, 
tle marine barracks, the navy-yard, the military asylum, 
and the arsenal and its appendages, at the end of the fiseal 
year ending June 30, 1858, and at the end of the fiscal years | 


J8us and 1848; with the rate of compensation of each em- | 
pioyé, and the State and congressional district (according to | 
present apportionment) where he or she resided at the time 


vo) appointment. 


Mr. CLEMENS. I object to the resolution. 
The information is already in the Blue Book. 

Mr. HOARD. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I would suggest an amend- 
ment, sO as to require the name of the place 
where the person was appointed. 

Mr. KEITT. And how many children they 
have. eeeee-| 

Mr. HOARD. I call for tellers on the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Howarp 
and FoLey were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 62, noes 59. 

So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the | 
rules were not suspended. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Asspury Dickins, its Secretary, informing || 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill of the || 
House, entitled ‘*An act in relation to courts and || 
the holding of the terms thereof in the several 
Territories of the United States.*’ Also, that || 
the Senate had agreed to the resolution of the |) 
House for the appointment of a committee to || 
wait upon the President of the United States, and i| 
inform him that if he has no further communica- | 
tion to make, the two Houses are now ready to 1 

} 
1] 


close the present session of Congress. 
PAY, ETC., OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- || 
sent, offered the following resolution; which was || 
read, considered, and agreed to: 


|| 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 1 
hereby, requested to report to this House at the opening of 
ls heXt session : y | 

ist." The pay and amount of allowances made by existing || 
law to each grade of the commissioned officers of the Navy | 
of the United States, and a similar statement as to the cor- | 
responding grades in the naval service of Great Britain, | 
France, and Russia, the whole to be presented in its results 
in tabular form. 

2d. His opinion, as to the policy of increasing the grade 
or rank in our naval service, the number of each of such 
increased grade or grades, and the amount of pay, &c., to || 
be allowed to each of such grades. th 


THE 


| 
| 


3d. The number of officers, of each grade, necessary to 
command our Navy as now existing by law, allowing no 


| cruise to be of longer duration than two years, and no leave 


on shore for more than six months, and the pay, &e., which 
should be allowed to such sea-going officers, not discrimi 
nating between being at sea or on shore under the limita 
tions stated. 

4th. The number of officers of each grade necessary to 
command and manage the various establishments on shore 
of every description connected with our naval service, in 
cluding the bureaus,&c., specifying each establishment, and 
the number of officers, with their grades, in each, and the ag 
gregate of all such officers, to be of those no longer fit, from 
any cause, for sea-going service, yet worthy, capable, and 
fit for duty on shore ; and, to prevent shore duty from being 
sought by sea going officers, to report the per centum of de 
crease from sea-going pay which should be allowed to those 


| on duty on shore only. 


Sth. The pay or pension which should be allowed to such 


| Officers as are not fit for duty, afloat or on shore, witheut 
| any demerit or fault of their own, and who, ir all such 
| cases, are retired from service and taken from the line of 
| promotion. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled, 

An act (H. R. No. 59) in relation to courts, 
and the holding of the terms thereof, in the sev- 
eral Territories of the United States; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 

PAY OF A STENOGRAPHER. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Iask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to offer the following resolution: 

tesolved, That there be paid to the stenographer of the 
select committee raised to inquire into the facts and cir 
cumstances attending the sale of the Pennsvivauia Bank 
property to the United States, the sum of $200 for his ser- 
vices in reporting the testimony taken before the said com- 
mittee, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
resolution. ‘The committee only examined two 
or three witnesses. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move tosuspend the rules, 
and with the consent of the House I will make a 
brief explanation. The committee could not get 
that testimony reported without the aid of this 


| stenographer. We fixed upon this small sum, be- 
| lieving that the House was willing to pay for the 


services of this gentleman, and if there is any ob- | 
jection to the amount, [ will strike that out and 
insert the usual compensation. Itis but just that 
the reporter who has performed his duties faith- 
fully should be paid. 

Mr. BURNETT. I would ask if this stenog- 
rapher was not at the same time stenographer 
to another committee? 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir; he was not. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Was the 
stenographer employed by the authority of the 
House ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. The committee could not 
have fulfilled the-duty devolved upon them with- 
out the aid of this gentleman, and the sum is 
very small, 

Mr. GILMAN. I cheerfully concur in all that 
has been said by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask for tellers on the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Tellers were appointed, and Messrs. Ciark, of 
Connecticut, and CocKERILL, were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 92, noes 9. No quorum voting. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ciel 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will modify his resolution, so as to give 
this reporter the usual rate of compensation, I 

resume there will be no difficulty. He pught to 
= paid. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that will be 


| more than the sum named in the resolution. I 


object. 
Ihe question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirraative—yeas 111, nays 18; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ahi, Arnold, Avery, Bennett, Billing 
hurst, Bingham, Blair, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur- | 
lingame, Burnett, Burns, Cavanaugh, Ezra Clark, Horace 
F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Cockerill, Colfax, Comins, Cor- | 
ning, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Burton Craige, Curtis, David- | 
son, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
lowa, Dean, Dewart, Dimmick, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, | 
Elliott, Florence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gillis, Gilman, 
Goode, Goodwin, Granger, Gregg, Grow, Thomas L. Har- | 
ris, Haskin, Hawkins, Hill, Hoard, Houston, Howard, J. | 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. | 
Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, Matteson, Miles, | 
Millson, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, | 
Mott, Niblack, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, 
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Peyton, John S. Phelps, Phillips, Purviance, Quitman, 
Reagan, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sandidge, Scales, 
Seott, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, James A. 
Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, 
Trippe, Underwood, Walbridge, Ward, Israel! Washburn, 
White, Winslow, Wood, and Wortendyke—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Burroughs, Caskie, Cobb, James Craig, 
Faulkner, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hopkins, Huy- 
ler, Jewett, George W. Jones, MeQueen, Samuel 8. Mar 
shall, Mason, Ready, Royce, Ruffin, and Stevenson—18. 

So the rules were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted in favor thereof. ) 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. HOUSTON said: I understand the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania is willing to modify 
his resolution, so as to allow this stenographer to 
be paid at the same rate the others are paid, and 
I presume the resolution may be received by unan- 
imous consent, without going through with the 
call of the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The House, by a vote, has 
just ascertained that no quorum was present, and 
the Chair thinks the roll had better be called. 

The result having been announced, 

Mr: FLORENCE. I now, in accordance with 
what seems to be the wish of gentlemen around 
me, move to amend by striking out ** $200,” and 
inserting ** the usual rate of compensation,.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to; and the reso- 
lution, as amended, adopted. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, from the commit- 
tee appointed to wait on the President, reported 
that they had performed that duty, and that he 
informed them that he had no further communi- 
cation to make to Congress. 

On motionof Mr. CLAY, the House then took 
a recess unul a quarter before six, p. m, 





PFVENING SESSION. 

The House reassembled at a quarter before six. 
PRINTING OF EVANS’S GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I desire to 
call up the motion to reconsider the vote on the 
resolution ordering the geological report of Dr. 
Evans’s survey of Oregon and Washington to be 
printed. I understand the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jones,] who made the motion to re- 
consider, 1s willing to withdraw it. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the right to call up the motion to recon- 
sider. 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
by Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
Maieea that in the temporary absence of the Vice 
President, the Senate had elected BENJAMIN Fitz- 
PATRICK as President pro tempore. | 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to inquire of 
the gentleman from New York how much the 
printing of this book will cost? 

Mr. BENNETT. I understand it will cost 
$26,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish simply to 
say that, while any member has the right to call 
up the motion to reconsider, no gentleman has 
the right to withdraw it, if objection be made. I 
understand that objection is made to my with- 
drawing the motion. In myyopinion, it is not 
necessary to print this document at all; but the 
House can dispose of the motion to reconsider as 
it shall see proper. 

Mr. BENNETT, I wish to say simply that 
the whole expense which has been incurred in 
making this survey will be lost, unless this report 
is printed, It is not proposed to print any extra 
numbers at all. The resolution is simply to print 
the usual number. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I wish to know if this matter 
has not been referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing, and if they have not declined to recommend 
any action on the subject for the present session ? 
I understand they have postponed the matter until 
the next session. 

Mr. BENNETT. That was in relation to the 
printing of extra copies. 

Mr. SINGLETON. In reply to the inquiry 
varolina, | will say 
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that the question has been before the Committee 
on Printing, and that we came to the conclusion 
that the matter required more investigation than 
we were able to give it during the present session. 
We therefore postpone d all action on the subject 





until the next session. Itis very doubtful whether 


it ought to be printed at all. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Are 


pl if and drawings to accompany the work? 


there 


Mr. SINGLETON. There are both plates and | 


iwiNgs. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will say that I 
saw Dr. Evans, the geologist who made the sur- 
vey, during the recess; and he informed me that 
there were both plates and drawings to accom- 
pany the report, which are to be printed, if it is 
printed at alf. Lunderstood from him that it was 
desirable that five thousand extra copies should 
be printed, and that the cost of printing, as esti- 
mated by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, would be some cwenty-two thousand dol- 
lars: and that, aceording to the estimate of the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, the cost would 


dri 


{ 


be $23,000. I understood the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Nicnoxis,}] who is a member of the 
Committee on Printing, that, according to their 
estimate, the cost would be $16,000. 

Mr BENNETT. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BENNETT. I withdraw the motion to 
lay on the table. 

At this time much confusion prevailed in the 
Hall. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appeals to gen- 
tlemen to resume their seats and preserve order. 
The Chair hopes the House will rise in order, if 
they have not been able to sit in order. [Laugh- 
ter. 
Mr, SMITH, of Tennessee. Ihave merely to 


| say, in reference to the action of the Committee 


on Printing, that the subject of printing the usual 
number has not been before them atall, and isa 
matter with which they have nothing to do atall. 
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June 14, 

The hour of six heaving arrived, in accordance 

with the concurrent resolution of the two branches 
of Congress, 

The SPEAKER declared the present session of 


the House adjourned sine die. 


The following letter was not received by us 
until the 3d of July, when the speech had been 
stereotyped, printed, and sent off to subscribers, 
All we can do now to correct the error is, to pub- 
lish Mr. Crawford’s letter in the Daily and in the 
Congressional Globe, and index it, to point out 
the error, which may be found on page 2910 of 
the Congressional Globe: 

Cotumsus, Georeia, June 29, 1858. 

Srr: Inclosed I send you the correction of some remarks 
submitted by me, and published in the Globe of the 25th in- 
stant. Strike out the word “ or,’ and it will be right as it 
is. I am made to say exactly what I did not say. 

tespectfully, M. J. CRAWFORD. 
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SENATE—SPECIAL SESSION. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, June 15, 1858. 


Firzparrick, President pro tempore of the Senate, 
took the chair and called the Senate to order. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary 
will read the proclamation of the President of the 
United States. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, an extraordinary occasion has occurred, ren- | 


dering it necessary and proper that the Senate of the United 
States shall be convened, to receive and act upon such com- 
munications as have been or may be made to it, on the part 
of the Executive : 

Now, therefore, I, James Bucuanan, President of the 
United States, do issue this, my proclamation, declaring 
that an extraordinary occasion requires the Senate of the 


United States to convene, for the transaction of business, || , 
at the Capitol, in the city of Washington, on the 15th day || Session of the Government, together with such informa 
|| tion as to the action of the Government in the premises, 
which all who shall, at that time, be entitled to act as mem- || 


of this month, at twelve o’clock, at noon, of that day, of 


bers of that body, are hereby required to take notice. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, 
Washington, this 14th day of June, anno Domini 
[SEAL.] 1858, and of the independence of the United States 
the eighty-second. JAMES BUCHANAN, 
By the President: 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of State. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed 
to wait on the President of the United States and inform 
him that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, and that 


the Senate is ready to receive any communication he may | 


be pleased to make. 
Mr. Atten and Mr. SeWarp were appointed 
the committee. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. GREEN. 


I move that the standing com- 


mittees, as they were at the close of the regular | 
session, be continued during the present special | 


session. 


The motion was agreed to by unanimous con- 
sent. 


CLAIMS AGAINST RUSSIA. 


Mr.GREEN. I beg leave to present a memo- 
rial, which I will read: 


To the honorable the Senate of the United States : 

Benjamin W. Perkins, of Worcester, Massachusetts, a cit- 
izen of the United States, respectfully shows : 

That in June, 1855, or thereabouts, the Government of 
Russia, by its accredited Minister, now resident in the city 
of Washington, contracted to purchase of the memorialist 
the quantity of one hundred and fifty tons of powder, to be 
ready for shipment within sixty days thereafter ; that the 
memorialist duly performed the conditions of said contract 
on his part, but that the Government of Russia wholly failed 
to fulfill the conditions on their part: 

That on or about January, 1856, the said Government of 
Russia, by its agent, also contracted oe thirty-five 
thousand stands of arms, to be delivered by the Ist of June 
thereafter ; which contract was also duly performed on his 


part, but remains also unfulfilled and violated by the Russian 
agents: 


That thereby the memorialist is wholly ruined ; that the | 


damages to him exceed the sum of $385,000 : 

_ That the Government of Russia is beyond his reach, and 

its said Minister is protected by diplomatic privilege : 
That the memorialist has not within his reach the reme- 

dies afforded in ordinary cases for obtaining evidence in the 

possession of the adverse party by compulsory means: 


That there are persons in possession of evidence material | 


to the memorialist in this matter, who will not give their 
testimony except upon legal compulsion: 

_ That the only means of obtaining redress inst the in- 
,ustice and oppression practiced upon him is by the action 
o! your honorable body: 











a 


That your memorialist is ready to prove his aforesaid al- | 
legations, at such time and in such manner as the Senate | 
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| may direct. 


| for transportation. 


And he prays your honorable body to take the 
necessary and proper action to relieve him in the premises, 


| and to guard his rights aad protect his property from the 
At twelve o’clock, m., the Hon. Brensamin || 


unjust action of the aforesaid foreign Government; and 
that the evidence hereinbefore referred to be obtained by 
the lawfui authority of your honorable body. 

B. W. PERKINS. 


In connection with this memorial I offer the 


| following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to 
cause to be communicated to the Senate, at the commence- 
ment of its next session, whether any complaints have 
been made to the Government of the United States that 
contracts have been entered into with citizens of the Uni 


| ted States by the Russian Government, through the agency 


of its Minister now resident at Washington, or other per- 
sons On recommendation of said Minister; and that al 
though such contracts had been fully performed by the cit 
izens who had entered into the same, they have been 
violated by the Russian Government or its agents, to the 
great injury, if not entire ruin, of such citizens. 

Resolved, That ali evidence ofany such contracts in pos- 


be communicated to the Senate, (if not incompatible with 
the public interests,) and that ail such information be com- 
municated in confidence. 

Itappears that, during the war between Russia 
and theallied Powers, contracts were entered into, 
not only by Russia with citizens of the United 
States, but also by the Governments of Great 

jritain and of France, for various supplies and 
It was decided by the Attor- 
ney General, in accordance with the uniform law 
governing nations, that contracts may be made 
for articles even contraband of war, the contra:t- 
ors taking the risk of detection; but the contract 
itself, as between the parties, is a binding, va!id 
contract.. Without undertaking to assume the 
truth or falsehood of the facts stated by this me- 
morialist, he presents a case, in my opinion, that 
demands the interposition of our Government. 
When the facts are elicited, it may be that it will 
turn out that this memorialist is mistaken; but, 
when the charge comes in a plausible shape; when 
it comes presenting a prima facie good case, it is 
the duty of the Government to protect its citizen, 
and have the matter investigated. It is alone with 
that view that I have presented this memorial; 
and, as in this extra session no definitive action 
could be had, I move the reference Of the memo- 


rial and resolutions to the Committee on Foreign 


Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 
COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. JONES. 1 desire now to call up the res- 
olution I offered yesterday, to continue, for sixty 
days, the clerks to the standing committees, as 
has heretofore been done. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Resolutions 
pending at the last session will not be in order at 
this session. They terminated with the expira- 
tion of the session last evening. The Senator 
can renew his resolution as an original resolution. 

Mr. JONES. Is that absolutely necessary? | 
think I offered it in executive session. Has the 
business of the executive session to be renewed ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This is a new 
session. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I offer the resolution now, 
de novo: 


Resolved, That the clerks of the standing committees of 
the Senate, who are temporary, be continued for sixty days 
after the close of the present session. 


The PRESIDENT pro te 
tion will lie over under the rule. 


re. The resolu- 


BRITISH AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to offer the resolutions 
which I send to the table, and which are the res- 
olutions which were depending before the Senate 
at the session which dooel yesterday, in refer- 
ence to the aggressions committed on American 
vessels by British armed forces in the Gulf of 
Mexico, with a view to bring them before the 
Senate now in the condition in which they stood 
when the Senate adjourned yesterday. i intro- 
duce them as resolutions offered by me, and I ask 
that they be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, who have instructed me to report them 
back that we may have the subject before us in 
this debate. 

Mr. STUART. It is necessary for us to come 
to an understanding, I think, at once as to what 
we can do. My recollection of the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Su1- 
DELL] yesterday was, that it continued to the next 
regular session of Congress all the legislative busi- 
ness; and, if so, this 1s continued, and can only 
be reached by a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MASON. I did not advert to the fact, 
what was the character of that resolution; but I 
do not know that that will prevent me from in- 
troducing these resolutions de novo. 

Mr. STUART. I suppose that is in order, if 
they are introduced as new resolutions. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in order 
to introduce the resolutions de novo. 

Mr. MASON. I ask that they be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 


Resolved, (as the judgment of the Senate,) That Ameri- 
can vessels on the high seas, in time of peace, bearing the 
American flag, remain under the jurisdiction of the country 
to which they belong, and, therefore, any visitation, moles 
tation, or detention of such vessels by force, or by the ex- 
hibition of force, on the part of a foreign Power, is in dero- 
gation of the sovereignty of the United States. 

Resolved, That the recent and repeated violations of this 
immunity, committed by vessels-of-war belonging to the 
navy of Great Britain, in the Gulf of Mexico, and the ad- 
jacent seas, by firing into, interrupting, and otherwise forci- 


| bly detaining them on their voyage, requires, in the judg 


ment of the Senate, such unequivocal and final disposition 
of the subject, by the Governments of Great Britain and the 
United States, touching the rights involved, as shall pre- 
clude, hereafter, the occurrence of like aggressions. 

Resolved, That the Senate fully approves the action of 
the Executive in sending a na¥Val force into the infested seas 
with orders “ to protect all vessels of the United States on 
the high seas from starch or detention, by the vessels-of- 
war of any other nation.”’ And it is the opinion of the Sen- 
ate, that, if it becomes necessary, such additional legislation 
should be supplied in aid of th: executive power as will 
make such protection effectual. 


Mr. MASON. I ask that an order may be 
made, referring these resolutions to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the order, unless objected to. 

Mr. MASON. Now, by the instruction of the 
committee, I report them back to the Senate. I 


Such will be 


ask that they be taken up for consideration now. 


The Senate proceede 
tions. 

Mr. MASON. itis not my purpose at all to 
debate the resolutions, nor do I presume that 


to consider the resolu- 


| they will attract debate in the Senate now, having 


been to some extent, even quite at large, debated 
during the last session; but I would say to the 
Senate, with great respect and deference, that it 


|| seems to me itis amatter of moment that the 
|| judgment of the Senate should be passed upon 


the resolutions, because of the probable bearing 
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it may have on any negotiations that may be 
pending between the two Govertiments. We have 
evidence since these resolutions were offered, 
some three or four weeks ago, that from some 
cause or other, these same aggressions have con- 
tinued from time to time, inthe Gulfof Mexico and 
the seas adjacent, by the armed forces of Great 


Britain. We have reason to believe also, from 
sources quasi official, thatno new orders have been 
issued to the British naval squadron in reference 


to the rightof visitation, or of search, for a num- 
ber of years, and the probability is, that they are 
either acting without actual authority or by an 
undue perversion or extension of an existing au- 
thority. 

I think, therefore, the high degree of probabil- 
ity is, that@hen the subject is brought to the at- 
tention of the British Government, there will not 
only be a disclaimer on their part of any intended 
offense, but that if anything remains to be settled 
between the two Governments, it will be upon the 
naked question of a right of visitation as part of 
what they may claim to be the police of the seas. 
The resolutions distinctly present that question 
between the two countries. It is in that view I 
think it important that the judgment of the Sen- 
ate should be known in advance on that question. 
] hope that the Senate wgll take a vote on the reso- 
lutions. Llask, howevegr, that they may be mod- 
ified by the insertion offa phrase that ought to be 
there. The modificatich is in the second resolu- 
tion, near the end, to gnake the sentence read: 
** Satisfy the just demands of this Government, 
and preclude hereafter the occurrence of like ag- 
rressions.’’ F 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, Iam not going 
to debate this matter. While I do not doubt that 
the resolutions and th¢ positions taken by the 
Committee on Foreign{ Relations assert the law 
of nations as it has alyays been understood by 
us,at least, and as we qught to maintain it, at the 
seme time I wish to intjuire of the chairman of 
the Committee on Fereign Relations whether 
these averessions are na committed really for the 
purpose of putting down the slave trade? Is not 
that the apparent object?) Has not our flag con- 
stantly been used to cbver this trade? I wish 
particularly to inquire Whether, if this nation and 
Great Gritain and Franye are desirous of putting 
a stop to that trade, there is any real difficulty in 
making such an arrangenent or treaty as might be 
honorable to all the parties concerned, and effect- 
ual to stop this trade, and prevent our flag’s be- 


ing used as a screen, a Sover to its continuance. | 


It has always seemed td me that there was really 
no difficulty in arrangiig the matter honorably 
and satisfactorily to allithe parties; and I believe 
it is the duty of this Giovernment, if it can be 
done, to enter into such an arrangement. While 
I no more justify these proceedings than the com- 
mittee do, and believe them to be all wrong, yet 
1 think the motive is to putdown a trade abhorred 
by both nations, and which both should wish to 
prevent. Nordo I believe at all that Great Brit- 
ain had any design to insult our flag in what she 
has done. She has pursued with great eagerness 


. ! 
her endeavors to put down this trade, and sup- 

‘omg that, because of the strong intimation we | 
1ave always held out of our abhorrence of it, we | 


would perhaps bear with her more than on any 
other subject. It seems to me,that there might 
be a proper arrangement made; and I wish to in- 
quire of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
who have turned their attention to this subject 
much more thagd have, whether there is any in- 
herent difficulty in making such an arrangement, 
in their judgment? 

Mr. MASON. I will cheerfully afford to the 
Senator any information | have, which is no fur- 
ther information than that which is open to all 
alike, from the history that has attended our 
discussions and negotiations with Great Britain 
for many years past, but probably has been 
brought under my notice more recently than that 
of the Senator. It is an undoubted fact that the 


Governmentof Great Britain has been trying for | 


many years to obtain from all maritime nations 


whe have legislated against the slave trade a mu- | 


tual contession of the right of search by treaty 
stipulation, and has obtained it from some of the 


Powers of Europe; but it is os | true that the 


United States have always refused it. The rea- 
son alleged on the part of England is that sug- 


| of controlling that communication with the E 
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bea difficulty in their mutual efforts to suppress 


the slave trade, unless they have the mutual right 
of visitation in order to verify the flag of their re- 
spective nations; butit has been said by this Gov- 
ernment in reply, that, however convenient and 
desirable it might be to prosecute more advant- 
ageously this mutual end by the mutual right of 
search, yet that is a concession which never can 
be made by the American Government, and they 


have urged what I confess impresses me, as it 


strongly has done the Government, of the utter | 
improvidence and absence of propriety in th€Gov- || 


erment of the United States, or in any Govern- 
ment, submitting to the exercise of any police 
whatever, by any foreign Power, upon the terri- 
tory of the United States, or upon their vessels 
under their flag, which constitute a part of their 
territory. 

It is alleged on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, that the flag of the United States is very 
often fraudulently and improperly used in pro- 
tecting a vessel which is engaged in the slave 


trade, and they have brought pretty plausible and || 


strong evidences to show the fact. But be that 
as it may, the American Government reserves to 
itself the exclusive right of vindicating its own 
laws. I do not mean to say that there may be no 
practicable mode in negotiation for the final dis- 
position of this question, if Great Britain does 
claim the right to visit for any purpose whatever, 
yet I confess, for one, I cannot see how it can be 
done. The right of the British ruthorities to visit 
an American vessel, for any purpose whatever, is 
one that I feel very well satisfied never can be 
conceded and never will be conceded by this Gov- 
ernment; and yet lam equally ae and I be- 
lieve the British Government is assured, that the 


Government of the United States have left noth- | 
ing undone, by stationing their cruisers off the || 


coast of Africa, and by general stringent orders 


to take care that the laws of the country are not | 
violated by our ships in carrying on this illegal | 
I believe that has been done by the Gov- | 


trade. 
ernment, and I am satisfied it is the honest pur- 


pose, not only of those who have now the Gov- | 


ernment in charge, but of all their predecessors. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I trust that these resolu- 
tions will be adopted before the Senate adjourns. 


been offered for a more elaborate discussion of 
the questions involved in them than has yet oc- 
curred. Itis a subject deeply interesting to the 
country at large, and one which I presume the 


ken as shall forever put an end to the pretensions 
now asserted by Great Britain. Sir, the Senator 


from Ohio tells us he has no doubt that the Brit- | 
ish Government, in the orders given to its cruis- | 
ers, and that the action of the officers of the Brit- | 


ish Government, are directed by laudable motives. 
He supposes that they are directed solely to the 
suppression of the slave trade. 


ir. WADE. I did not say their motives were | 


laudable, for I think they have acted against the 
law of nations in what they have done; but I be- 
lieve the motive is to suppress the slave trade, 
inasmuch as | can see no other reason. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, without 
going elaborately into that question, I will simply 


say that I have not so read the history of the re- | 
lations between our country and Great Britain, | 


as to give her entire credit for sincerity in the rea- 
sons urged for the exercise of this pretended right. 
Difficulties have constantly occurred between us 
and that Government, which pursues an aggres- 
sive and daring policy with a steadiness of pur- 


pose, a perseverance of means, and a single eye | 


to the accomplishment of her end of controlling 


the commerce of the world, which, while they || 


will require the most energetic effort on the part 
of our Government to oppose them, certainly can- 
not but be regarded by us with admiration and 
respect. We are not alone in our complaints of 
this aggressive policy on the part of Great Britain 
in all quarters of the world. She is grasping upon 
every sea every point that commands the pas- 
es through which commerce seeks its vent. 
After having but a few years ago taken posses- 
sion of the town of Aden, she has quite recently 
again taken possession of the Isiand of Perim—a 
possession desirable to her solely for the a 
st 


gested by the honorable Senator, that there will || which seeks its vent across the Isthmus of Suez. 
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| In defiance of the wishes of the civilized world, 


her Ministry have declared a determined and per- 
severing opposition to the construction of a canal 
across the Isthmus of Suez, not because such a 
communication would not be advantageous to the 
common commercial intercourse of nations, but 
because the countries which border upon the Med- 
iterranean, having easier access to the East than 
she could have from her position, she fears that 
her monopoly of eastern power may be disturbed, 
Scarcely had we taken possession of California 
when, in defiance of the most solemn obligations 
of treaty, she seized upon the Bay Islands, and 
there established acolony which she had solemn\y 
promised she would never do in those waters. She 
has for a long series of years persevered in en- 
deavoring to obtain from our Government an ad- 
mission of her right of visitation—a right which 


|| itis obvious cannot be conceded to any nation, 
| particularly to one possessed of the naval power 


of Great Britain, without carrying with it in her 
favor the supremacy of the seas. 

I shall not enter into an argument on the ques- 
tion of this right of visitation. It is obvious to 
us all that it is practically equivalent to the right 
of search, that it can be conceded to no nation 


| without being liable to such abuses as must ne- 
| cessarily render the nation exercising that power 


the mistress of the seas. Itis a novel pretension. 
It is admitted by all writers upon international 
law to be a belligerent right, one to be exercised 
in time of war alone, and one which the commerce 


of the world has never yet submitted to in time 


of peace. 

Yow, sir, after all that has been said in the Sen- 
ate upon this subject, I trust that we shall not 
adjourn without passing the resolutions offered by 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. I think that 
the declaration of the opinion of the Senate upon 


| this subject will have a salutary effect—a salutary 
effect not only on the other side of the water, but 


on our own; for I must confess, Mr. President, 
that I think there has not been that energy in the 
prosecution of our rights against foreign nations, 
in the assertion of the interests of this country in 


| connection with our relations with the people 


abroad, that we had a right to expect from the 


| Executive from the tone of his inaugural message. 
| had hoped that some opportunity would have || 


I am well aware that the President of the United 
States has been almost exclusively occupied wiih 


| matters of internal policy, sufficient of themselves 
| to have absorbed the attention, the time, and the 
|| labor of a constitution almost superhuman. Still, 
constituents of all of.us desire to see maturely || 


considered by Congress, and such measures ta- || afforded to the Execytive for the assertion of our 


sir, I think, that at the present time leisure will be 


rights with some more energy than has been hithi- 
erto manifested, and with an energy which will 
be more acceptable to the people of the United 
States than the usual forms of diplomatic nego- 
tiation, by which hitherto our rights have been 


| eluded and evaded bythe Ministry of Great Britain, 


I tcust that this question will be brought toa 
close, that something definite will be done be- 
tween the two countries, that this matter will not 
be left to drag its slow length in a negotiation of 


years. Itis not to be supposed, in my judgment, 


that Great Britain will suddenly abandon a right 
which she has so long, so ardentlyand so earnestly 
pursued; but at the same time, | trust that there 
are to be no discussions, or negotiations on this 
subject beyond this: the information to Great 
Britain that these rights of ours are matters which 
cannot longer be submitted to discussion or ne- 
gotiation, but we consider her pretense of the 
power under the law of nations to visit our ships 
as one that can under no circumstances be admit- 
ted by us, and that if she is unwilling to make a 
formal renunciation of it, she must at least con- 
sent that she never again exercise it toward us, 
without granting us previous notice of her inten- 
tion so to exercise it; and the people and the 
Government of the United States will consider 
that notice as a notice to prepare for war. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. There is one suggestion 
which 1 should like to bring to the notice of the 
| Senate, and which may possibly acccunt for these 
proceedings. The excuse given by the Senator 
from Ohio, and that given in the papers for these 
| British movements, is that they are so anxious to 
| stop the slave trade that they are examining our 


| ships to ascertain whether they are not slavers. 


_ It is admitted that they are violating our rights in 


] so doing; that they have no right, in fact, to set 


foot on our ships, but their motives are to stop 
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the slave trade, which is made a felony by our 
laws, and by the British laws. I think it quite 
probable that some proceedings which have oc- 
curred in a neighboring country, and which have 
been very much discussed here, may account for 
the late vigorous action of England. You wil! rec- 
ollect, sir, that not long ago Commodore Pauld- 
ing went into a foreign country and committed 
a direct, open violation of the sovereignty of its 
territory, seized some of our people there, and 
brought them away. It was not pretended that 
they had committed a felony against the United 
States, but it was alleged that they had committed 
amisdemeanor. It was admitted that he had gone 
in there improperly, at least, that he had violated 
law, and brought them away; but it ws said his 
motives were very good. 
ineondemning the act, made an argument to show 

that his motives were very good; and, if I recol- 

lect aright, the report of the Committee on For- 

eign Relations of the Senate made an argument in 

his defense, admitting that he had clearly violated 

the laws of the United States and the Constitu- 

tion, that did not justify his doing any act of that 

sort, by invading a foreign terrritory, but saying 

that he had good motives. The committee said 

that the men whom he seized had, perhaps, been 

guilty of misdemeanor, at least they were charged 

with violating the laws of the United States, and 

that he had a moral right to take them away. 

Now, sir, the British officers are entering on 
our ships. Why? Because they want to stop 
the slave trade, which isa felony. They admit 
that, by so doing, they violate our jurisdiction. 
Suppose you make this complaint: the British 
Parliament may say, ‘* Here is one of your own 
officers, who, for much lvss excuse than we can 
give, has invaded a foreign territory, has violated 
its jurisdiction; and yet, so far from punishing 
him, your President actually commended him, 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate commended his motives, and some of the 
Senators argued that he ought to have a medal: 
now, cannot we make a much stronger case?’’ 
This act of Paulding’s was a naked, open, bare- 
faced, impudent, violation of a foreign territory— 
as plain and palpable a violation of the laws and 
the Constitution of the United States as any man 
could possibly commit; and yet you had long 
arguments made in Congress in praise of his mo- 
tives. If any complaint be made by our Govern- 
ment, | think the proper reply -would be a refer- 
ence to this act; and I hope a member of the 
British Parliament, at any rate, if they think 
proper to disavow these proceedings, will get up 
—for it would be a proper rebuke to us—and in- 
troduce a proposition to give a medal to the com- 
mander of the Styx, stating that he has violated 
the territory of the United States in going on 
board American ships, but that his motives were 
very good; that his object was to prevent a fel- 
ony, and put down a piracy, and therefore he 
ought to have a medal. 

Why, sir, at the very time of the proceeding 
to which 1 have referred, I took occasion to state, 
and it must have occurred to everybody, that if 
such acts were to be justified or apologized for 
by our Government, the British might do what 
they pleased in Central America. It is true, 
I did not expect. they would return the cup to 
our lips, but I did expect they would seize that 
country and say they were doing no more than 
we done. I think it is a very proper rebuke to 
the United States when we allow our own offi- 
cers to invade foreign jurisdictions on such mis- 
erable pretexts, pretexts so utterly contemptible 
as is the allegation that there was any necessity | 
for Paulding’s going there. When that is done 
without rebuke, I think it is eminently becoming 
that foreign nations should avail themselves of a 
similar right, and go on board our vessels. They 
can give much better excuses for it. I hold, of 
course, as | believe every Senator does, that if 
they set foot upon our ships it is at their peril. 
They have a right to seize a ship that is a slave 
trader even if it has our flag up. They have no 
right, however, to set foot on our ships, and I 
am willing to go as far as any Senator to assert 
our right to be free from molestations on the high 
seas; but I hope that we shall have some consist- 
ency in these movements, and that while gentle- 
men justify violations of law that our people may 
commit, they will at any rate be prepared to make | 
some excuse for others. I Foubt extremely | 


“he President himself | 


| whether anything that ever has been attempted 


| the statement. 


by the British Government exceeds the act I have 
referred to. 

I agree with the Senator from Louisiana, and 
I have maintained that opinion fora good while— 
I think everybody says it, but nothing has been 
done—that the United States ouzht to do some- 
thing to maintain its respect abroad. I read, in 
one of the papers yesterday, a letter from the 
southern California coast, in which it is stated 
that our people there are suffering depredations 
from Mexico, our traders and others who zo 
therey and that occasionally a British or French 
ship gets into the Gulf of California and gives 
some protection; and that our citizens rejoice to 
see one there. There has not been one of our 
naval vessels there for many years, according to 
The same thing is occurring the 
world over. Our people in foreign ports are 
habitually protected by the British or French 
vessels. [tis said our Navy istoo small. I, for 
one, am willing to enlarge it; and if the Secretary 
of the Navy says our present force cannot protect 
our people abroad, there is good reason for an in- 
crease. I intend to vote for the resolutions of the 
Senator from Virginia, but I think they fall far 
short of what we oughttodo. Ido notsee, how- 
ever, that the Senate alone can do anything, ex- 
cept make protests and declare opinions. I will 
go as far as it is possible to do under the circum- 


| stances. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, least of all 
did I expect that I should be drawn into any dis- 
cussion growing out of cyr foreign relations, or 


| with regard to the conduct of Commodore Pauld- 


ing in arresting Walker upon the sand beach at 


| Nicaragua; but I can hardly let the remarks of 
| the honorable Senator from North Carolina pass 


| without making some observations. 


l had hoped 
that the regular session would not come to a close 
until the whole question involved in the case of 
the arrest of Walker had been disposed of by the 
Government, and the Government of the United 
States had taken the responsibility of sanctioning 


| the act which was done by Commodore Paulding. 


Mr. President, when Lam told by the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina that Commodore 
Paulding violated the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States in the arrest of General 
Walker, l ask what provision of the Constitution, 
what law of the United States, what law of na- 
tions, did he violate? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
me to answer him now? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator may do so 
now, or when I shall have concluded. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. He violated that clause of 
the Constitution which says that Congress shall 


Does the Senator desire 


| have the power to make war, and the clause 
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which says no powers shall be exercised except 
those which are granted; and the only grant on 
the subject is the war-making power, and that is 
granted to Congress. In the next place, he com- 
mitted disobedience of orders, and violated the 
law in that respect. I need hardly argue that 
point, for I believe it is admitted by everybody. 
In the last place, he violated the laws of nations 
by invading a friendly Power. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I shall not detain the Sen- 


| ate to go into a lengthy reply; but on that subject 


I join issue most distinedy with the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina; and I undertake to 
say that I can demonstrate to any court com- 
posed of impartial judges, that in no respect did 
Commodore Paulding violate the laws of nations, 
the laws of the United States, or the fair instruc- 
tions which he received from the Department at 
By the law of the United States, 
passed in 1818, the President is authorized ex- 
pressly to use the land and naval forces to pre- 
vent the carrying on of warlike expeditions from 
the shores of the United Siates against the shores 
of a neutral and a friendly Power. The statute 
expressly clothes the President with that author- 
ity; and when gentlemen stand up here, and say 
that the President had not the power to prevent 
the carrying on of Walker’s expedition after it 
left the shores of the United States, they are ar- 
guing in the very face and eyes of the statute; 
and, so far as that point is concerned, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations sustained the view 
which the President took—that he had the right 
to arrest this expedition, and to os its being | 
carried on against Nicaragua. T 
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at issue between the Administration and Com- 
modore Paulding was simply this: not whether 
Commodore Paulding had a right to arrest Gen- 
eral Walker within the jurisdiction of Nicaragua, 
within the harbor of San Juan, but whether he 
had the right to touch the sand beach in order to 
prevent the carrying on of this expedition against 
Nicaracua? 

Sir, | undertake to say it was no violation of 
the law of nations. Nicaragua, long before the 
arrest was made, asked the Government of the 
United States to make that arrest. The Minister 
of Nicaragua asked the Government of the United 
States to prevent Walker frem landing on the 
shores of Nicaragua and carrying on this expe- 
dition. The very day on which Commodore 
Paulding made the arrest, the consul*of Nicara- 
gua, in behalf of that Government, tendered its 
thanks to the United States Government and to 
Commodore Paulding, not for violating their ter- 
ritory, but for defending their territory from vio- 
lation. More than a week before the President 
of the United States delivered his message to Con- 
gress on that subject, the Minister of Nicara- 
cua returned the thanks of that Government to 
the Government of the United States for taking 
Walker from the sand beach at San Juan. 

Sir, talk about violating the territory of a neu- 
tral and friendly Power! We never did it. Nic- 
aracua invited us to do what Commodore Pauld- 
ing did. She thanked us the very day he did it. 
She thanked us through her Minister, before the 
President of the United States ever sent in a mes- 


Se 


| sage to Congress on the subject, because we had 


done it. We never invaded her territory with 


hostile purposes; and there is no such thing asa 
hostile invasion but with a hostile intent. 

What, sir, was the language of General Jack- 
son’s administration on this subject? President 
Jackson ordered General Gaines, if it were neces- 
sary, to go to Nacogdoches, even into the terri- 
tory of Mexico, for the purpose of preventing the 
invasion of Mexico by hostile Indians from the 


| United States; and General Jackson laid down the 
| doctrine, and it is true by every law of nations, 
|} and there is no law against it, that where it is 


necessary, and the invasion is not made with any 
hostile intent, but to prevent a hosule invasion on 


| our part, it, so far from violating, is in accordance 


with the lawof nations. That is the doctrine of 
General Jackson’s administration, as laid down 
by Mr. Forsyth, his Secretary of State. And yet 
I hear men stand up in the Senate and undertake 
to say that we violated the law of nations in this 
case, when Nicaragua invited us to do the act, 
when she thanked us for doing it, when we did it 
with no hostile intent—did it with no other intent 
under heaven but to prevent our own hostile peo- 
ple from invading her territory, and murdering 
her citizens. Talk about it being a hostile inva- 
sions;a violation of her territory! Mr. President, 
it is preposterous on the face of it; and [ tell the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina that the 
people of the United States will never sanction 
any such doctrine. 

‘True, when Commodore Paulding, a gallant 
&nd veteran officer of the United States, who for 
forty years has borne the flag of his country, car- 
ried out fairly the instructions which he received 
to prevent Walker from landing and levying war 
on Nicaragua; when he, in good faith, made that 


| arrest, such a clamor was raised against the Ad- 


min'stration that they dared not face the respons- 
ibility of their own act. I know the Adminis- 
tration seemed to shrink from it. Instead of doing 
as Mr. Monroe’s administration did when Gen- 
eral Jackson invaded Florida and took Fort St. 
Marks against the remonstrance of the Spanish 
Governor; instead of backing up Paulding; instead 
of saying, as Monroe’s administration did, that 
every dictate of common sense—the common 
sense which was written with adamant on the 
hearts of mankind—sustained his conduct, this 


| Administration retreat fr6m the responsibility, 
| shrink from it, and suffer Commodore Paulding 


to be sued, and actions of trespass have been con: - 
menced against himin the city of New York and 
elsewhere, | am told. This man is to be prose- 


cuted, and suffered to be ruined; and for what, 


| sir? 


} 
| 
| 


Simply for doing bts duty in carrying out, 
in zood faith, the cezamand that was given him, to 
yrevent Generzi Walker, as he is called, from 
evving war on a friendly Power; because he 


e only question |! passed one of the vessels in the harbor of San 
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Juan, and made the landing upon that sand beach 
when Nicaragua invited him to take these men 
away, and thanked him for doing it. 

Mr. President, this is the act of all others which 
the Government has committed that has given 
me the most mortification. The Government, it 
seems to me, by a kind of pusillanimity, say they 
had a right to arrest him in the waters of San 
Juen; but if he happened to step his foot on the 
sand beach, Commodore Paulding must stand off, 
and look on and see him burn down the houses 
and butcher the people of Nicaragua. Sir, if 
Commodore Paulding had stood by, and had not 
commanded him to embark and leave the shores 
of Nicaragua; if he had looked on quietly, he 
would have been accegsory to the a and the 
Government of the United States would have been 
accessory also. 

Mr. President, I did not expect to be drawn into 


any discussion of this kind, and I do not desire || 


to take up the time of the Senate; for I supposed 
we had met for other purposes—to attend to ex- 
ecutive business. As to the question which is 
immediately pending, and which has given rise 
to this discussion about Commodore Paulding, | 
had not intended to take any part at all in its dis- 
cussion. Itso happened that I was not in the 
Senate for a few days during the ume when this 
war fever seemed to attack the Senate, afd, per- 
haps, my being ill at the time, laboring under a 
bilious attack, saved me from being attacked with 
this war fever; and | confess, for one, that 1 have 
not been attacked with it. ‘l have no apprehen- 
sions of war. I do nit believe there is to be any 
war between us and §dreat Britain on this ques- 
tion. I have never apprehended it from the be- 
ginning. I think th® British Government will 
declare that its instructions have been disobeyed 
or exceeded by the persons having charge of its 
vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, and the whole diffi- 
culty willpassaway. I had notintended to take 
any part in that discussion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not propose to enter 
into an argument as to the Paulding case with the 
Senator from Wisconsin. I think it would be 
easy to show that Yrissari had no authority un- 
der the constitution of Nicaragua to authorize 
this invasion, It is sufficient for my purpose to 
say that the President of the United States and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, to both of 
which I referred, have declared the act illegal. 
W hat I complained of was, that instead of taking 
some steps to censure or punish the man they 
alleged to be guilty of illegal acts, the Executive 
made an argument in his defense; and I said 
that the British Government could make a much 
stronger case, because piracy is a much higher 
and more heinous offense than the misdemeanor 


charged upon Walker, and all we could expect | 


them to do would be, while they admit these acts 
to be illegal, to make an argument in favor of,the 
motives of their officers and present them with 


medals. ThatI think isall the United States have ‘ 


a right to ¢ Xpect. It is the course that our Exec- 
utive Administration seems so far to have taken. 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, 1 presume 


the object of introducing these resolutions of the" 


Committee on Foreign Relations is, that some 
eXpression of the Senate may accompany the ne- 
gotiations on this subject; otherwise, they would 
be entirely useless; but the introduction of the 


Paulding affair is irrelevant and can haveno pos- | 


sible bearing on this point. If the object of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations be what I have 
stated, I will take the opportunity to say that I 
feel quite satisfied that the instructions under 
which these searches have been made were issued 
in 1846, and that they have nevér been modified 
or extended, but that the British officers, impelled 
by a desire for prize money, as a matter of course 
are executing these orders very zealously, and the 
great number of instances which have occurred 
about the same time have simply directed our 
attention to them. They have been going on for 
ten years past, and have not heretofore attracted 
much attention, They have been going on all over 


the globe, wherever the American flag has been, | 


and British cruisers have chosen to intercept it. 
I rise Simply to say that this is no sudden im- 
pulse of the American people on this subject; but 
they have uniformly entertained the opinions an+ 
nounced in these resolutions. I hold in my hand 
a paper issued by the last Administration, which 
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| under that Administration. You will recollect, 
| Mr. President, that when the American vessel 
| El Dorado was fired into by the Spanish frigate 


| Ferrolona, it excited universal surprise through- 


out the country. We immediately assembled a | 


large fleet in the Gulf of Mexico, as we have done 
now; and I will read an extract from the orders 
issued to the commanding officers cf those ves- 
sels by the Secretary of the Navy: 

‘The President instructs me to say to you that ifany 
officer in command of a ship-of-war be present when an 
outrage of the character heretofore mentioned is perpetra- 
ted on a vessel rightfully bearing our flag, he will promptly 
interpose, relieve the arrested American ship, prevént the 


| exercise of the assumed right of visitation or search, and | 
|| repel the interference by force.”’ 


| In the paper issued by Mr. Marcy on that oc- | 


| casion, as Secretary of State, he said: 


| Cueto, a few days ago, the conduct of the commander of 
the Spanish frigate Ferrolona, in firing at the United States 
mail steamer El Dorado, and subjecting that vessel to visit- 
ation and search, was brought to the notice of her Catho- 
lic Majesty’s minister. 

*“ The act of the commander of the Ferrolona, as present- 
| ed to this Government, if done by the order of Spain, or 
sanctioned by her, must be regarded as the assertion of a 
right to exercise a police over our commerce upon the 
| ocean, which will be resisted at every hazard, by the Gov- 
| ernment of the United States. 
| ** There is no question in regard to our international re- 
lations which has within a recent period been more fully 
| discussed than that respecting the limits to the right of vis- 


| itation and search. ‘This is a belligerent right, and no na- | 
tion which is not engaged in hostilities can have any pre- | 


tense to exercise it upon the open sea. The established 
doctrine upon this subject is * that the right of visitation 
and search of vessels, armed or unarmed, navigating the 
high seas in time of peace, does not belong to the public 
| ships of any nation. This right is strictly a belligerent 


right, allowed by the general consent of nations in time of | 


war, and limited to those occasions.’ ”’ 


Further on, urging the same point, he said: 

** After several Powers had declared the slave trade to 
be piracy, by legislative enactments or treaty stipulations, 
an attempt was made by Great Britain to extend the right 


of visitation, as contradistinguished from search, to vessels | 


bearing the flag of the nations which had passed such laws, 
or entered into such treaties; but this endeavor was vigor- 
ously resisted, and may now be regarded as having been 
abandoned.” 

This paper has peculiar significance now, be- 
cause it was not written with reference to any such 
occasion as is now before us: it was written en- 


tirely with reference to the firing into the El Do- | 


rado, Spain excusing that act by alleging that the 
El Dorado was within her own seas, within her 
own territorial jurisdiction, though ten miles from 
land: 

‘* It is certain that the United States have solemnly pro- 
tested against such anu extension of the right of search, and 
stands pledged before the world to meet it with uncompro- 
mising resistance.”’ 


In the same communication—and what I shall 


now read has peculiar significance, because it | 


shows the views heretofore urged by the Brit- 
ish Government on this identical question—Mr. 
Marcy says: 


“In 1839, the Haytien Government passed a law declar- | 
ing the slave trade piracy, and therein provided that any 


vessel, whether Haytien or foreign, found in the act of slave 
trading, should be seized and broughtin for adjudication and 
condemnation. Ina communication of Lord Palmerston, 
whilst principal Secretary of Foreign Relatidns to her Brit- 
annic Majesty to the Haytien Government, in regard to that 
law, he uses the followinglanguage: ‘ Her Majesty’s Gov- 


| ernment wish to draw the attention of the Haytien Govern- | 


ment to a matter of form in this law, which may possibly 


| sels, whether Haytien or foreign, which may be found in 


| the act of slave trading, shall be seized and brought intoa | 


Haytien port. Now Hayti has, undoubtedly, a full right to 
make such an enactment about her own citizens and ships, 
but her Majesty’s Government apprehend that Hayti has no 
| right so to legislate for the ships and the subjects or citizens 


ot other States; that in time of peace no ships belonging | 


| to one State have a right to search and detain ships sailing 
| under the flag of and belonging to another State, without 
the permission of that State, which permission is generally 
signified by treaty; and if Haytien cruisers were to stop, 
search, and detain merchant vessels sailing under the flag 


'| of and belonging to another country, even though such ves- | 


sels were engaged in the slave trade, the State to which such 
vessels belonged would have just grounds.for demanding 
satisfaction and reparation from Hayti, unless such State 


| had previously given to Hayti, by treaty, the right of search | 


and detention.’ 


admitted, in a note to the Amefigan Minister at London, 
* that to visit and search American vessels in time of peace, 


an infraction of public law and a violation of national dig- 
| nity and independence.’ ”’ 


This paper of Mr. Marcy, issued in 1855, and 
| delivered to the Spanish Minister, is an expositign 


of the American doctrine upon this subject, and 


exhibits the opinion of the Secretary of State || a quotation from the acknowledged doctrine of 


| “In an interview between the undersigned and Mr. | 


a 


give rise toembarrassments. The law enacts that all ves- | 


“Lord Aberdeen, while eda | the samp position, | 


when that right of search is not granted by treaty, would be | 
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| Great Britain on the same subject. I presume 
there can be no clearer proposition advanced than 
| this: that in the United States there is no discrep. 
| ancy of opinion on this point. We may apply 
| the words of Mr. Canning, who in his epigram- 
| matic way said, that wherever the flag of Great 

Britain floats, there foreign dominion shal] not 

come. This is the doctrine of that country in 

reference to their flag. We have the same un- 
| doubted right to follow our vessels bearing our 
| flag on the high seas as we have to follow our cit- 
| izens in our own territorial jurisdiction, and pro- 
tect them wherever they are. We have not ex- 
ercised this right. As the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina says, the private liberty of our 
citizens and the rights of our flag have been abused 
on foreign stations, 

I have read this paper simply to show that 
Great Britain herself has interfered with the Hay- 
tien Government to put Hayti right on this sub- 
ject; and declared, in the most emphatic manner, 
that Hayti might legislate for her own vessels, 
but must not undertake to visit and search ves- 
sels of any other nation that did not give her that 
right. Great Britain will not release this prac- 
tice. It is idle to suppose that Great Britain in- 
tends to release it. ‘These are old orders printed 
in her order books. Whena British officer goes 
to sea, he is handed an order-book, and his whole 
rezulations are there; and without another word 
from his superiors, he will execute them zeal- 
ously. Great Britain may lay them aside for the 
time, and tell us that, in executing these orders, 
they have not the remotest idea of stopping our 
commerce on the high seas, or of creating a quar- 
rel with us, or offending us, but they will, at the 
same time, say that if one flag is suffered to pass 


|| with impunity, without being verified, the slave 


trade will be carried on under that flag; and that, 
if we insist that our vessels shall be unmolested, 
we must see that our flag be not abused. That 
will be her answer; and it will bea just response; 


|| and we must be prepared to meet that contin- 


gency. We have declared the slave trade (o be 
piracy; and the Government came to a most ridic- 
| ulous and foolish decision when it did so; but 
| when we have declared it to be piracy, and when 
we know that vessels are daily captured as sla- 
vers bearing the American flag, it is not just to 
ourselves, nor are we true to our own declara- 
tions, when we permit this state of things to go 
on without providing against it. When we de- 
| mand that our flag shall be respected, we should 
| be prepared to accompany that demand by a rec- 
ognition of authority in ourselves to right our 
own flag, to see that it is not violated; and hence, 
on a recent occasion, I placed before the Senate 
the necessity of some small vessels, to enable us 
to fulfill our treaty stipulations. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to ask the Senator 
from Florida whether the document from which 
he read some extracts has ever been before the 
Senate in any form? 

Mr. MALLORY. I took it from the files of 
the Senate. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think it ought to be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The action of the Haytien 
Government, and the communications in regard 
to it, will be found in Wheaton’s International 
Law. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think the whole of these 
papers ought to be printed. 

Ir. MALLORY. They were communicated 
by the President in response to a call of the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the documents 
be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope they will be printed. There 
is a letter in the same communication, even more 
pointed, in connection with the present condition 
of affairs than either of those which the Senator 
from Florida has read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to 
print will go to the Committee on Printing, under 
the rules. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope by unanimous con- 
sent the motion will be considered at once, with- 
out being referred to the Committee on Printing. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
hears no objection; and the order to print will be 
made. 

Mr. ALLEN. The committee appointed to 
| wait on the President of the United States have, 

accprding to the direction of the Senate, called 
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upon him, and informed him that the Senate were 
in session, and ready to receive any communica- 
tion he might think propertomake. He said he 
had already sent in some nominations, which he 
supposed were not acted upon, but they had not 
been returned to him, and that he should make 
further nominations to the Senate; and that he 
wanted some further action upon the communi- 
cation respecting the two judges in Washington 
Territory. 
executive session, 

Mr.J.B. Henry, the Secretary of the President 
of the United States, appeared below the bar, and 
announced that he was directed to deliver to the 
Senate several messages, in writing, which were 
of an executive character. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not intend to go into the 
discussion of this question of the British outrages. 
I shall vote for the resolutions reported by the 


Committee on Foreign Relations, although, as is || 
enate, they are far short of | 


well known to the 


coming up to what, in my opinion, the two 
Houses of Congress ought to have done in con- 
ferring power upon the President to resist and 
avenge insults to our flag; but I desire now to 
make an explanation on another matter, which 
connects itself somewhat with the subject now be- 
fore us, and which affects me individually and my 
constituents. I find in the Intelligencer and many 
other papers, and commented upon extensively 
throughout the country, within the past week, 
this telegraphic dispatch: 
Illinois Administration State Convention. 

* SPRINGFIELD, Illinois, June 9.—The State convention 
of the Administration Democracy assembled here to-day. 
Two hundred and sixty three delegates, representing forty- 
eight counties, were in attendance. Join Dougherty was 
nominated State treasurer, and ex-Governor Keynolds su- 
perintendent of public instruction. Resolutions were adopted 
affirming adherence to the Cincinnati platform ; reaffirming 
the principle of non-intervention in the Territories ; oppo- 
sing the concentration of power in the hands of the central 
Government; deprecating slavery agitation ; condemning 
Senator Douglas for his Opposition to the Administration ; 
denouncing the principles of the Repubiican party as tend- 
ing to the dissolution of the Union, and denouncing the late 
outrages by the British cruisers on American vessels in the 
Gulf of Mexico and elsewhere.” 


In other papers I find this treated as a conven- 


tion of the Democracy of Illinois, and represent- || 


ed as having condemned my course this winter 
upon questions of public policy. I desire to cor- 
rect this impression. It was not a convention 
called by any authorized authority of the Demo- 
cratic party of that State. It was not called by 
the Democratic central committee, the organ of 


the party for that purpose; nor by any portion of | 
them; nor by the assent of any one of them. It | 


has no more authority to assume to be a conven- 
tion of the Democracy of Illinois than any other 


equal number of citizens of the State who might | 


get together irregularly, and in violation of the 
usages of the party. 
that the two persons nominated for State officers 
are not, and have not been, recognized in Illinois 
as uniformly consistent Democrats. Both of 
them bolted the Democratic party and joined the 
enemy, on the occasion of the passage of the Ne- 
braska bill. Both are noted for their violent, per- 


secuting opposifion to me and to the Democracy || 


of illinois, in consequence of the passage ot the 
Nebraska bill. 

But, sir, the Democracy of Illinois did assemble 
in State convention on the 21st of April last, and 
nominated a State ticket. That convention was 
regularly called by the Democratic State central 
committee. The convention was held at the ap- 
propriate place, at the usual time. 
ceedings were regular. There was not a single 
defect, or error, or irregularity, in tlre origin of 


the convention or in its assembling, either ingen- | 


eral convention or in any one of the county con- 
ventions that nominated the delegates. That State 
convention represented ninety-eight of the one 
hundred and one counties in the State, in every 
one of which the county convention was called 
regularly, by the proper county committee; the 
proceedings were conducted harmoniously and 
decorously; and in every one of those county coa- 
ventions resolutions were passed indorsing and 
approving the course which I have pursued in the 
Senate this winter. The fact is, therefore, that, 
instead of being denounced by the Democracy of 
Illinois, I have been indorsed by every county in 
the State, and in most of them unanimously. In 
four or five counties there were a few dissenting 
voices, but very few. When the delegates from 


—— 


I will give the'rest of his answer in 


will go further, and say | 


All its pro- | 


f 
'| those ninety-eight counties assembled at Spring- 
'| field, at the appointed time, they passed a series 
| of resolutions, to which, on another occasion, I 
| called the attention of the Senate, and which I 
then indorsed, and nowindorse. Those resolu- 
tions were adopted unanimously. They affirm 
| their undying attachment to the principles and 
organization of the Democratic party of the State 
and Union. They declare “ that they are unalter- 
ably attached to, and will maintain inviolate, the 
principles declared by the national convention at 
Cincinnati, in June, 1856.”’ 
I will read the fourth resolution, and send the 
| whole series to the reporter to be inserted in his 
| report of my remarks: 


** 4. Resolved, That the platform of principles established 
by the national Democratic convention at Cincinnati is the 
| only authoritative exposition of Democratic doctrine, and 
|| they deny the right of any power on earth, except a like 

body, to change or interpolate that platform, or to preseribe 
new and different tests; that they will neither do it them- 
selves, nor permit it to be done by others, but will recog- 


nize all men who stand by and uphold Democratic princi- 
| ples.”? 


Thus it will be seen that while they declare that, 
in their opinion, the Lecompton constitution ought 
to have been submitted to the people, and that no 
State should be forced into the Union with aconsti- 
tution not approved by,and in opposition to, the 
| wishes of the people; yetthey will proscribe no man 
| in consequence of a difference of opinion on this 
| point, but will recognize all men as Democrats 
who abide by regular nominations and adhere to 
the organization of the party, and uphold Demo- 
cratic principles. While they were firm in their 
conviction that their construction of the Demo- 
cratic platform was correct, they declare unequiv- 
ocally that they will proscribe no Democrat, and 
submit to no proscription, because of a difference 
of opinion on the Lecompton question. The whole 
series of resolutions is as follows: 


* Colonel MeClernand, from the committee to prepare 
resolutions for the consideration of the convention, made 
the following report ; which was read, and, on motion, each 
resolution was separately read and unanimously adopted: 

“1. Resolved, ‘l'hat the Democratic party of the State of 
Illinois, through their delegates in general convention as- 
sembled, do reassert and declare the principles avowed by 
thein as when, on former occasions, they have presented 
their candidates for popular suffrage. 

*2. Resolved, That they are unalterably attached to, and 
will maintain inviolate, the principles declared by the na- 
tional convention at Cincinnati in June, !256. 

‘¢3. Resolved, That they avow, wit aewed energy, 
| their devotion to the Federal Union of u. United States, 
their earnest desire to avert sectional strife, their determin 
ation to maintain the sovereignty of the States, and to pro- 
tect every State, and the people thereof, in ali their consti- 
tutional rights. 

“4, Resolved, That the platform of principles established 
by the national Democratic convention at Cinginnati is the 
only authoritative exposition of Democratic doctrine, and 
they deny the right of any power on earth, except a like 
body, to change or interpolate that platform, or to prescribe 
new or different tests; that they will neither do it them 
selves nor permit it to be done by others, but will recognize 
all men as Democrats who stand by and uphold Democratic 
principles. 

“5. Resolved, That in the orexnization of States the peo- 
ple have a right to decide, at the polls, upon the character 
|| of their fundamental law, and that the experience of the 
past year has conclusively demonstrated the wisdom and 
propriety of the principle, that the fundamental law under 
which the Territory seeks admission into the Union should 
be submitted to the people of such Territory, for their rat- 
ification or rejection, at a fair election to be held for that 
purpose; and that, before such Territory is admitted as a 
State, such fundamental law should receive a majority of 
the legal votes cast at such election; and they deny the 
right, and condemn the attempt, of any convention, called 
| for the purpose of training a constitution, to impose the in- 
strument formed by them upon the people against their 
known will. 

‘©6§. Resolved, That a fair application of these principles 
requires that the Lecompton constitution should be submit- 
ted to a direct vote of the actual inhabitants of Kansas, so 
that they may vote for or against that instrument, before 
Kansas shall be declared one of the States of this Union ; 
and until it shall be ratified by the people of Kansas, ata 
fair election held for that purpose, the Illinois Demédcracy 
| are unaiterably opposed to the adinission of Kansas under 
that constitution. 

“7, Resolved, That we heartily approve and sustain the 
manly, firm, patriotic, and Democratic position of 8. A. 
Douglas, Isaac N. Morris, Thomas L. Harris, Aaron Shaw, 
Robert Smith, and Samuel 8S. Marshall, the Democratic 
| delegation of Illinois in Congress, upon the question of the 
| admission of Kansas under the Lecompton constitution ; 
and that, by their firm and uncompromising devotion to 
Democratic principles, and to the cause of justice, right, 
truth, and the people, they have deserved our admiration, 
increased, if possible, our confidence in their integrity and 
patriotism, and merited our warm approbation, our sincere 

and hearty thanks, and shall receive our earnest support. 
| ‘8, Resolved, That in all things wherein the national 
| administration sustain and carry out the principles of the 
| Democratic party as expressed in the Cincinnati platform, 


| and affirmed in these resolutions, it is entitled to, and will | 


| receive, our hearty support.” 
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These were the resolutions adopted unanimous- 
ly by the regular Democratic State convention, 
containing representatives from ninety-eightcoun- 
ties, embodying more of the distinguished and 
yrominent men of the State than were ever assem- 
Died together before on any one occasion—men 
eminent for their ability, for their high character, 
for their stern, unyielding Democracy, and who 
never wavered in the performance of a patriotic 
duty. These were the men who assembled at 
Springfield, and adopted these resolutions upan- 
imously. 

What well-founded objection can any honest 
Democrat find to these resolutions, or to the pro- 
ceedings of the convention which adopted them ? 
W hat excuse can be assigned for bolting the nom- 
inations made by this convention, and dividing 
the Democratic party, in order to transfer the 
whole power of the State into the hands of the 
Republican party ? No man pretends that the con- 
vention was not regularly called, or that the del- 
egates were not fairly elected, or that its proceed- 
ings do not faithfully represent the feelings and 
sentiments of the Democracy of the State. How 
comes it, then, that another convention, com- 
posed of bolters and disorganizers, has been held 
for the purpose of dividing and defeating the Dem- 
ocratic party, and thereby securing the election 
of Republicans, in the place of the regular Dem- 


' ocratic nominees, for State officers, for the Legis- 


lature, for Congress, and for United States Sen- 
ator? By whom and by what means has this 


| disorganizing movement been devised and at- 


tempted to be executed? I regret to say that it 
has been done under the auspices of a man who 
holds an appointment under the Federal Govern- 
ment, and who pretends that he is carrying out 
the policy and wishes of the Administration in his 
efforts to divide and defeat the Democratic party. 
Being the special agent of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and having the general superintendence of 
ali the mails, postmasters, and route agents in the 


| State, and a free ~ over all the railroads, he 
t 


has prostituted the trust confided in him, by 
threatening all the postmasters and route agents, 
and officeholders of every description, with im- 
mediate removal from office if they did not bolt 
the regular Democratic nominations and join in 
the disorganizing movement to elect the Repub- 
lican ticket. 

3y this system of intimidation towards all per- 


| sons in office, and by liberal promises to all who 


desired office, this special agent was enabled to 
induce a few persons to bolt and withdraw from 


| the county conventions in five or six counties, 


after they had been outvoted by an overwhelming 


| majority, and to appoint another set of delegates 
to a bolters’ convention, to assemble at Spring- 


field on the same day of the regular convention. 
Besides these irregular bolting delegates from five 
or six counties,afew postmasters were induced to 


‘| attend from other counties where they could not 


find sympathizersenough to get upa meeting; and, 


\| in this tree able to assemble thirty- 
| seven persons in all 


, claiming to represent some 
twenty odd-counties out of one hundred and one 
counties in the State. I repeat, that they were not 
able to secure a regular delegation from any one 
county in the State, having been voted down by 


| immense majorities in every county where they 


made the attempt. I have nowin my possession 


| several letters, which found their way into the 
newspapers, written by the postmaster at Chicago 


to other postmasters in the State, urging them to 
be appointed delegates, if possible, and, if ‘they 
failed, to go io the bolters’ convention on theirown 
account, without a constituency, with a distinct 
intimation that if they did not do so they would 


| lose their offices. In this mode, and by such means, 


thirty-seven bolters were assembled in one hall of 


| the State-house, while the regular Democratic 


State convention was in session in the other hall 
of the same building. 
That small squad of bolters adjourned from the 


‘| Qist of April until the 9th day of this month, 


when they assembled again. A paper which | 
have from the capital of the State, says that this 
time they had delegates from fifteen or twenty 
counties, and numbered a little over a hundred 
persons in all, nearly one half of whom were from 
the city of Chicago. The telegraphic dispatch to 
which I have referred states that er had dele- 
gates from forty-eight counties. The discrepancy 
is accounted for in this way: in fifteen or twenty 
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counties there were small meetings held, which 
appointed delegates; and happening to find men 
in the city from some thirty other counties, they 
put down their names as de legates from those 
counties, though they had no constituency, and, 
ina majority of these instances, the persons did 
net go into the convention, Itis this convention 
of bolters (w hose only object is to defeat the 
rerular nominations of the Democratic party of 
the State) who have asaembled t ge ther and de- 
nounced me. Sir, | have been tn the habit of 

eing denounced in Illinois for twenty-five years 
by bolters and deserters from the Democratic 
party; never have I been denounced or censured 
by any regular Democratic county or State con- 
vention in lilinois. I have always sustained the 
regular organization and nominations ofthe party; 
and hence I have incurred the displeasure and 
hostility of all disorganizers in the party, and all 
bolters and renegades from it. l. is natural, 
therefore, that such men as Dr. Charles Leib and 
his confederates, should form a secret alliance 
with the leaders of the Republican party to defeat 
me and all others who support the regular organ- 
ization and nominees of the Democratic party in 
the State. His antecedents fully justify the sup- 
position that Dr. Leib would engage in such a 
conspiracy, and use all the means in his power 
to make it successful, even by prostituting the 
trust which the Administration had confided to 
him as a special mail agent, to divide and destroy 
that great party which elevated Mr. Buchanan 
to the Presidency. A portion of the history of 
this man Leib—sufficient at least to show how 
much, or rather how little, confidence should be 
placed in his professions of attachment to the 
Democratic party while acting in concert with, 
and for the benefit of, the Republican leaders— 
is recorded in the official reports of the Senate, 
and now on our files, from which I will read a 
paragraph or two, 

Weall recollect the re prese ntations of Governor 
Denver in Kansas last winter in regard to the 
existence of a secret military organization in that 
Territory, which he calls the ‘* Danite Society,” 
in allusion to a similar organization among the 
Mormons. We have all seen the exposures of 
Redpath, the confederate of Lane and Leib, in 
Kansas, and remember the frightful accounts 
which he gives of the Danites in Kansas. The 
existence and character of such an organization 
are not brought to light now for the first time. 

It will be recollected that the Committee on 
Territories, in their report of the 12th of March, 
1856, when condemning the revolutionary pro- 
by which the Tope ka constitution was 
nted an exposé of those revolutionary 
measnres, and brought to light, amongst other 
things, a small pamphlet containing the ritual of 
the secret military organization, commonly called 
the ** Danite Society.’’ The committee then had, 
and now have, on their files, an original copy of 
the ritual of that Danite or secret military organ- 
ization. It was obtained under these circum- 
stances: in one of the fights there between the pro- 
slavery party and the Free-Soil party, a man by 
the name of George Warren was taken prisoner. 
He took this little pamphlet out of his pocket, put 
it into his mouth, and attempted to chew it and 
swallow it. He was caught by the throat, and 
made to spit it out. The document was brought 
here to the Senate with the tooth-prints upon it; 
and from it this report was made. Here is the 
list of the officers of that military organization: 
the officers of the Grand Encampment are —Grand 
General, Rev. G. W. Hutchinson, Lawrence, 
Kansas Territory; Grand Vice General, C. K. 
Holliday, Topeka, Kansas Territory; Grand 
Quartermaster, J. K. Goodwin, Lawrence, Kan- 
sas Territory; Grand Paymaster, Charles Leib, 
M. D., Leavenworth City, Kansas Territory. 

Here you find this same Charles Leib, who is 
now the agent of the Post Office Department for 
the State of [linois, the man who has got up this 
bogus convention against the Democracy, was 
one of the chief officers of Jim Lane’s Danite so- 
ciety in Kansas, and was so reported by a com- 
mittee of this body in 1856. He has the reputa- 
tion of having before fled from the Mormons, 
when they got into trouble, to join Jim Lane in 
Kansas. He then fled from Kansas, and todk 
shelter in Illinois, and is now getting up this 
movement to break down the Democratic party. 


ceedings 


gotup, pres 


| and going to each postmaster, and saying to him, | 











ciety. Here is the oath that Mr. Leib took, in 
order to become a member cf it: 


** Obligation. 

‘i. ——, in the most solemn manner, here, in 
the presence of Heaven and these witnesses, bind nyself 
that I will never reveal, nor cause to be revealed, either by 
word, look, or sign, by writing, printing, engraving, paint- 
ing, Orin any manner whatsoever, anything pertaining to 
this institution, save to persons duly qualified to receive the 
same. f will never reveal the nature of the organization, 
the place of meeting, the fact that any person is a member 
of the same, Or even the existence of the organization, ex- 
cept to persons legally qualified to receive the same. Should 
I at any time withdraw, or be suspended or eypelléd from 
this organization, | will keep this obligation to the end of 
life. Ifany books, papers, or moneys, belonging to this or- 
ganization, be intrusted to my care or keeping, I will faith- 
tully and completely deliver up the same to my successor 
in Office, or any one legally authorized to receive them. I 
will never knowingly propose a person for membership in 
this order who is not in favor of making Kansas a free State, 
and whom I feel satisfied will exert his entire influence to 
bring about this result. I will support, maintain, and abide 
by any honorable movement made by the organization to 





secure this great end which will not conflict with the laws | 
of the country and the Constitution of the United States. [ | 
will unflinchingly vote for, and support, the candidates | 
nominated by this organization, in preference to any and 


all others. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| with that ** Danite society.”” 


affirm, binding myself under the penalty of being expelled || 


from this organization, of having my name published to the 


several territorial encampments as a perjurer before Heaven | 


and a traitor to my country, of passing through life scorned 
and reviled by man, frowned on by devils, forsaken by 
angels, and abandoned by God.”’ 

The man who took that horrid oath is now rep- 
resenting the Post Office Department in Illinois, 


** If you do not bolt the regular Democratic nom- 
ination—if you do not join in to help elect a Re- 


| publican over Douglas, you shall be removed from 


office, and I am authorized to say so.’’ He goes 


to each man who wants an office, and makes the 
same threat and promises. He has one or two 
associates with him engaged in the same business 
under his direction, who travel free upon the cars 
and public conveyances, who, professing to speak 
in the name and by the authority of the Admin- 


| nection with the notorious 
**'To all of this obligation I do most solemnly promise and || 


| the Kansas disturbances. 





/ approached, and Mr. Van Buren introduced me 


to Mr. Leib, as editor of the Tribune, mistakino 
the Tribune for a small campaign paper called the 
3ugle. 1 understood him to say Mr. Lee. I spoke 
to him politely, but formally, and passed by, 
The Tribune was a paper that was opposing me 
very violently, and its editors, of course, would 
not have much sympathy with me in the business 
in which I was then engaged. I treated him po- 
litely, but had no conversation with him. In a 
few minutes he came back, and expressed the 
hope that [ would have no hard feelings against 
him about that Kansas matter. I asked him to 
what he alluded, and he said he referred to his 


| connection with the secret ane organization 
i 


in Kansas, as exposed by me in the report of the 
Committee on Territories. I told him I did not 
recollect any man by the name of Lee connected 
He said his name 
was Leib, and that he was the grand paymaster of 


| that association, and he supposed I| had treated 
| him coolly because of that fact. 


He has never 
pretended to disguise or deny the fact of his con- 

tices H. Lane and 
the Danite association. It is a factas well known 
and as notorious as any other in the history of 
Only a few days ago, 


|| I received a letter from an editor of a newspaper 


/in Kansas, a person unknown to me personally, 
| who proposed to give a history of the outrages 
| per petrated by Leib and his Danite confederates 
| In Kansas. 


The writer had observed the course 
pursued by Leiband his confederates in Illinois, 
| to divide and destroy the Democratic party, and 

thought it his duty to expose him, anter the im- 


pression that [ was not aware of the facts. 
| 


| If Leib now denies his connection with Lane 


and the Danite society in Kansas, as exposed in 
| the report of the territorial committee, in March, 
| 1856, it is only an additional evidence of the de- 
| pravity of his character. As well might the Sen- 


|| ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. BieLer] deny his 


istration, avow that their object is to defeat the | 


regular 
knowing, too, that there is no hope or possibility 
of defeating them, except by the election of the 
Republican nominees. Why should not this man 
be acting in concert with Republicans? His oath 
of allegiance to Jim Lane asa Danite requires 


him to belp to destroy and break down the Dem- || 


ocratic party, under the ee of being ‘* a per- 
jurer before Heaven, and a traitor to his country, 
and of passing through life scorned and reviled by 
man, frowned on by devils, forsaken by angels, 
and abandoned by God.” 
Illinois what he bound himself, by monstrous 
oaths, to do before he left Kansas. 

Mr. BIGLER. Ihave no desire to interrupt 
the Senator, nor shall I have any participation in 
this debate. It was the last thing that could oc- 
cur to any man’s imagination that we should 
have a debate of this kind. 
—and this much I must say in justice to Dr. Lei 
—is, simply, that 1 heard this allegation against 
him; I called his attention te it, personally, and | 
will give his own testimony for what it is worth. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us have it. 

Mr. BIGLER. He solemnly denies that he 


He is now doing in | 


Democratic nominees in Illinois, and | 


What I desire to say 
q 


ever belonged to any such association, or ever | 


had any participation with it. He declares that 
the use of his name in that connection was with- 


| out authority and was an abuse of it; that he was 


not in Kansas at the date of this organization. 


| That is his declaration to me. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘That compels me to make 


/a statement to the contrary, and then the Senate 


and the country may judge. The first timc | ever 
saw Dr. Leib was when | went home, in Septem- 
ber, 1856, to take the stamp for Mr. Buchanan, 
in Illinois. [ met many distinguished men, some 
of whom are now present, and traveled with them 
to Tippecanoe battle-ground, where I made a 


speech on the 3d of September, I think. On the 


/ next day I made a speech at Joliet, Illinois, and 
took the cars about ten o’elock at night to go to 


Morris, where I was to speak on the succeeding 
day. When I got into the cars | found a large 
number of persons, perhaps one hundred or more, 
from Chicago, who were going down to attend 
the great meeting at Morris. Among them was 
Mr. John Van Buren, of New York. While I 
was conversing with Mr. Van Buren,aman whom 


I will show you the character of this Danite so- || I subsequently learned to be Dr. Charles Leib, 





own identity, or his own record in the Legisla- 
ture of his State. Leib confessed the fact to me 
under the circumstances I have stated, and is 
| equally well known to others, and can be proven 
by hundreds of witnesses. His sympathy with 
the Republicans and his oath as a Danite, would 
naturally stimulate him to do everything in his 
power to destroy the Democratic party and build 
up the Republicans. 

I repeat, sir, that this man Leib is in the habit 
of threatening all the office-holders in the State that 
he is authorized to have every one of them re- 
moved who does not bolt the rerular Democratic 
party, and oppose its nominations. I will say, 
furthermore, that I do not believe he has any such 
authority. Ido not believe the Administration 
have authorized any man to give such pledges in 
their name in the State of Illinois; but what dif- 
ference does that make if he does so every day, 
and makes all the office-seekers and office-holders 
believe it?) The result is the same as if he had 
| the authority to make the promise. I tell you, 
now, the Republican leaders. have no hope of 
success in the ensuing election-gno hope of de- 
stroying the Democracy of Lllinois,except by their 
alfance, throuch Leib, with the office-holders. 
All their prospects and hopes depend upon that 
alliance, If they can succeed, of course the office- 
holders will be well provided for. If Illinois be 
taken from the Democratic party and annexed to 
the Republican column, the office-holders will 
have the sole credit, and, of course, will be well 
rewarded for the great services they will have 
rendered the Republicans. I received a news- 
paper to-day from the capital of Illinois, edited 
by a worthy and honorable gentleman, which, 
speaking of the proceedings of this Danite con- 
vention, says: 

“Many of those who participated in the proceedings did 
so under protest, and will repudiate the action of the con 
vention, and vote against its nominations. The speakers 
were Dougherty, Bonney, Carpenter, Fiteh, and others, and 
they all took the position that it was necessary to nominate 
a ticket in order to defeat the Democratic party of the State, 
not one of them pretending that a ticket nominated by them 
could be elected, or accomplish any better parpose than to 
give the State to the Black Republicans, which they bolily 
proclaimed would be far preferable to the success of Ue 
regular nominations of the party. This, to say the least, was 
creditable to their sincerity of purpose, corresponding as it 
did with their previous public councils, and with their well 
known designs.” 


The object, therefore, is to divide and destroy 
the Democratic party by aiding the Republicans 
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